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Hon. C. B. Williams: His remarks can-
not be very sincere if that is the case.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: If I hear any re-
marks with which I am one hundred per
cent, in sympathy, no member will prevent
me from rising in my place and expressing
publicly my appreciation. I support the
Hill.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 3.25 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.15
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (4).

RAILWAYS, WHEAT HAULAGE.

Honl. W. D. JOHNSON asked the Minis-
ter for Railways: 1, Is he aware that the
transport of wheat front country centres to
depots is so far in arrears that farmers'
deliveries of the ensu ing harvest are liable
to be seriously disorganised, with conse-
quent economic loss to the State? 2, Are
such arrears in transport due to insufficient
hauling equipment 9 3, If so, how can he
justify the recent transfer of locomotives
and other rolling, stock to an eastern State?
4, What are the details of the railway equip-
ment so forwarded?

The 'MINISTER replied: 1, No. 2, No.
3 and 4, The transfer is in accord with the
proclaimed policy of the Government,
namely, to co-operate to the utmost with the
Commonwealth Government in regard to the
defence of Australia.

TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Police: 1, What
number of accidents has occurred in which
hrams and motor vehicles have been con-
cerned for the period of two months ended
the 15th Sephmrber, 1942? 2, Of the total,
wvhat number of motor vehicles figuring in
these collisions was controlled by the Mili-
tary authorities?

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST (for the Minister for Police) re-
plied: 1, 50 accidents. 2, Figures not avail-
able.

CIVIL DEFENCE.

Requisitioned Premises.

Mr. M.cDONALD asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Is he aware that, under the auth-
ority of the National Security Order made
by the Premier, premises in West Perth
have been requisitioned and wholly occu-
pied for some months for civil defence pur-
poses and may be so occupied for an in-
definite period, the owner being the widow
of a man who was killed in the R.A.A.F. and
being flowv left with a liability for interest
and rates of £100 per annum on the pre-
mises and, under the National Security
Order, with no right to receive any rentO 2,
Will he take up the matter with the Com-
monwealth Government to ensure that an
injustice such as this is not allowed to con-
tinue?

The M1INISTER replied: 1, Yes. The
premises were requisitioned by the Perth
City Council of its own initiative and in con-
nection with its A.R.P. operations within
the City of Perth area. 2, The matter has
already been taken tip with the Common-
wealth Government.

VEGETABLE GROWING.

As to Water Rate Concession.

Mr. NEEDHAM asked the Minister for
Water Supplies: 1, Has the Government yet
come to a decision on the question of an
allowance or concession in the water rate to
householders growing vegetables in their
home gardens' 2, If so, what is the nature
of that decision?

The 'MINISTER replied: 1 and 2, No
concession below the excess charge of is. per
1,000 gallons has been approved for the met-
ropolitan area. In some goldflelds districts
where the price of excess water ranges from
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4s. to 7s. per 1,000 gallons, a concession
price of 2s. 6d. has been approved to hona
fide domestic vegetable growers in relation
to all excess water used this year over the
quantity used last year. A reduction from
2s. 6d. to 2s. per 1,000 gallons has also been
approved in respect of domestic services in
certain towns supplied from the Mandaring-
reservoir.

BILL-bMllING TENEMENTS (WAX
TIME EXEMPTIONS).

Third Reading.
THE MINISTER FOR MINES (2.18]: I

moveIc
That the Dill be now read a third time.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison): I
have no desire to delay the p)assage
of this measure, but I think the Min-
ister might have given consideration to
some matters not dealt with by the
Bill and to which I referred on the
second reading stage. If those matters
arc to be left as they now stand, pros-
pectors who have volunteered or enlisted
will lose their right to prospecting areas
held by them. They will thus be placed
at a great disadvantage when compared
with other prospectors holding mining
tenements in other wvays. The Minister
might have given effect to the wishes of
those interested in prospecting areas. I
have no objection to the Bill so far as it
goes; my complaint is that, while some
holders will be protected, others will be
penalised. I do not wish to repeat what
I said during the second reading stage. but
1 really thought the Minister would at
least have given consideration to the re-
quests I made by making the necessary ad-
ditions to the Bill.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (in
reply) : I wish to reassure the member for
Murchison that the holders of tile pros-
pecting areas to which he referred have
nothing whatever to lie afraid of. As the
hall. miember is fully aware, a prospecting
area may be held only for 12 months, but
the Minister has the right to extend the
termh for another six months. Under Sec-
tion 297 of the Mining Act, the Minister
has authorityv to make a reservation of
those areas, should he consider it advis-
able to do so. That has been done all
along. If prospectors have enlisted or
been catlled-up, I give the House my as-

surance that, at all events, as long asI
din Miitr any prospector holding a
prospieeting- area and enlisting or being
called up will, if he writes to me making
the request, have his prospecting area
protected for hill until lie returns, when-
ever that might be.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time and transmitted to

the Council.

BILL-WATER BOARDS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

MOTION-LIGHTING OF MOTOR
VEHICLES.

As to Reversion to Statle Control.
HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [2.23) : I

Doove-
That this House is Of Opinion that the

facts disclosed by the file laid upon the Table
of the House by the Minister for Civil Defence
show a want of appreciation of tile difficulties
of motor owners by his department, as well as
a failure to secure the full co-operation of the
Armed Forces in the masking of motor lights,
and call for all immnediate change of policy in
the department, so that, while the safety of
the State is safeguarded, the welfare and
safety of the civilian population is protected;
oand as there is no evidence on the file to show
thlat it aras neeessary at any time to abandon
all control by the State Parliament in order
to give effect to the desires of the Common-
wealth, this House is further of opinion that
immeodiate steps should be taken to restore
State control.
I sholl not detain tile House long in speak-
Jig to the Mlot ion, but I consider it worth
while to draw~ thle attention of members
to correspondence that bus passed hetwveen
the Commtonwealth and State Governments.
I have gone thoroughly into the files. I
point out to thle Mtinister that one of the
files is missinig: it must have been taken
from the House back to his office.

The Minister for '.%ines: I did not know
that.

lion. C. G. LATHAM: I ami trying to
ascertain where it tias golie. It was in
my room for some t imel, buat the 'Minister's
secretary took the files Yesterday morning
and apparently returned only two of
them.

Mr. SPEAKER: Do I understand that a
tile has been removed from, the Housel9

Honl. C. 0I. LATHA'M: One of the files
is missing.
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The Minister fo? Mines: Was it taken
from your office?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, yesterday
morning, by your secretary. I understood
that he took the files and returned all ex-
cept one later ifl the day. There ought
not to be a file missing.

1Mr. SPEAKER: A file ought not to be
taken from the House.

lion. C. 0. LATHAM: I am not respon-
s-ibc for its remnoval. I propose to deal with
a few letters appeai- ont the file, so that
ineibers will have sonmc knowledge of the
various views of people qunlified to express
an opinion on this subject. On page 31 of
file 208/41 is a letter address.-ed to the Dis-
trict Naval Officer, Navry Office, Cliff-street,
Froniantite, and one to the Officer Command-
ing Western Area, Royal Australian Air
Force. It was wr-itten by the mnilitary' auth-
critics from the headquarters, Swan Bar-
racks, and sets out fully the proposed con-
ditions at that time. It is dated the 6th
Mch, 1942, and is NXo. 31 on file 'No.
20841, It is as follows:-

"'In consultation with the representatives. of
the Civil Defence Council the following speci-
fieatloas for modified lighting of vehicles have
Ibeen agreed:-

Ifead Lamps: (a) Service vehicles: The near
side light (nearest to kcerb) to he restricted by
approved method and to give a road beam ftp.
proximnately 50 ft. ahead, with no rays visible
above the horizontal plane. The off-side lamp
to ho blacked out with the exception of a cen-
tral azure blue disk of I in. diameter which
is discernible up to 50 ft.

(b,) Civilian vehicles: The offside (driver's
side) lamp to he as for near side lamp, above,
and in addition to show a dull white I in. disc
ais %vidth marker below the slot light for road
illumination. The near side lamp to be blacked
out with the exception of a central dull white
disc I in. diameter discernible up to 50 ft.

(c) Essential service (civilian) vehicles: To
lhe as for civilian vehicles except that the 1 in.
disc on both head lamps is azure blue instead
of dull white,

Sumimarised the front view of various types
will be as follows:-

(a) Service-blue disc on offside, lamp.
(b) Civilian-dull white disc on each lamp.
(c) Essential service (civilian)-blue disc

on each lamp.

That would be the A.R.P. officers, doctors
and such-like. Then the file goes on to deal
with parking lights but, as members are well
acquainted with the position in that regard,
I will not continue reading the letter which
was signed by Colonel Road. As we proceed
with the file, -we learn that the instructions
were never carried out. The next letter to

which I1 refer is one from the Department
of the Army, Yorkshire House, Perth, and
signed by, I think, Captain Ednie Brown.
It is very difficult to read some of these sig-
natures. The letter is addressed to the Sec-
retary, Civil Defence Council, Premier's
Department, Perth, and state--

It is requested that all road vehicles be
brought into line regarding the dimming of
lights. It is pointed out that dimmed lights
on% Army vehicles prevent recognition of pedes-
trians when there is an oncoming vehicle with
glaring lights, In view of this danger mili-
tary transport drivers have been cautioned to
drive particularly carefully at night, but it
is nevertheless risky under the conditions still
existing, and it is, therefore, considered that
immediate action should be taken.
It is mnost extraordinary to find such a letter
from Captamn Ednie Brownu. His branch of
the services is probably one which hes evaded
the regulations as badly as has any other!

Mr. J. Hegney: What part are YOU qJuot-
ig fromn now?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM:- From file No.
208/41.

.Mr. Mfarshall:- I thought you said it had
gone?

Hfo. C. 0. LAT HAM: There are three
files dealing with this matter and, unfortun-
ately, thte one that has gone contains, I think,
Commodore Collins's letter.

Mr. Watts: I hare a copy of it.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I find it is on this

file, on page 54. This letter from the
Naval Staff Office, Frenman tlc, to the Civil
Defence Council, Perth, is dated the 6th
M*arch, 1942. Members should listen atten-
tively to this letter because nobody poss5esses
greater qualifications than Commodore Col-
tis to express an opinion on the matter, Ho
has a very w ide knowledge of the subject. He
was the man in charge of the "Sydney," and
we remember the very good work done by
that ship in the Mediterranean. No doubt
the Commodore travelled from port to port
and knows exactly what was being done.
The letter is as follows:-

At a meeting of the Fremantle Defence Com-
mittee held on Wednesday, 25th March, 1942,
concern was expressed at the present position
with respect to the headlights of motor vehicles.
From experience undergone elsewhere it is con-
sidered that greater casualties are caused from
insufficient lighting an vehicles than are suf-
ferod from air- raids themselves. It is felt that
it is far better to err oft the side of too much
lighting on vehicles than too little, moving
lights beiag of little advantage for navigation
of enemy ships or air-craft. In the event of
an actual air-raid most vehicles would draw
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into the kerb and switch out their lights alto-
gether. In some areas wardens are directing
motorists to reduce their lighting to an extent
dangerous to safe driving even at slow speed.
It is requested that this matter be brought to
the notice of your Council.
I repeat that he made this statement-

Moving lights being of little advantage for
navigation of enemy ships or air-craft.
I wish to show how lightly the Civil Defence
Council treated this matter. A copy of the
above letter was sent to that Council, and
Mr. Edmondson, chairman of the lighting
sub-committee of the Civil Defence Council,
put up a reply, which I Will read in a
moment. I ami rather surprised that a man
like him should put up such a reply to a
letter from so important a personage as
Commodore Collins. - Mr. Edmnondson's reply
is dated the 1st April, 1942, and is addressed
to Mr, Telfer, Under Secretary, Civil De-
fence- The letter is on page 03 of the file.
It states-

Reference your letter 208/41 of the 1st inst.,
re Fremantle Defence Committee. We have
had in the past many communications from
this Committee; I would suggest a reply at
your discretion on the following lines.

I could not find any other letters dealing
with this matter from the Fremantle De-
fence Committee on any of the files.

The Minister for Mines: That body Wrote
to Mr. Edmondson direct.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: The letters should
be on the ie-

The Minister for Mlines: They were not
sent on, end consequently are not on the
file.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: His letter con-
tinnes-

First alternative reply: "'I am in receipt of
your letter of the 26th March, and in thanking
you for the same would advise you that the
contents have been noted."1

We hav-e complained in the past about the
Public Service treating the public generally
in a very high-handed manner, but in this
ease, where a man like Mr. Edmondson is
writing a reply to a letter from Commodore
Collins, one would expect at least something
a little more in keeping with his position.
The second alternative reply was certainly
better, and is the one which was subsequently
sent. It was-

Second alternative reply: "I am in receipt
of your letter of the 26th March re motor
headlights, and would advise as follows:-

(1) Under the restrictions as promulgated
by the Civil Defence Council there is
adequate lighting for the conditions;

(2) Numerous cars have not put their light-
ing up to the requested standard light-
iag which is 2.5 foot candle at 10 ft.;

(3) The requirements of the Lighting
Restriction promulgated by the Civil
Defence Council are the same as the
British Standard Specification Air
Raid Precautions, and the suggested
Australian Standard Specification.
England in. foggy weather and undet
blitz conditions is not the best place
for motor vehicles, yet hundreds of
thousands of vehicles move around
under these conditions with the same
headlamps as are used in Fremantle."

Doiuhtless most of us have noted from time
to time the number of accidents that occur-
red in England at one stage. The statement
was made that there were more deaths on
the roads through traffic accidents than were
caused in the blitz. If that was so, one would
have expected Mr. Edmondson to do all in
his power to avert such occurrences here
and niot use that as an argument in sup-
port of the letter he drafted. He states
that the Civil Defence Council carried out
the British stnndard specification and su-
gests an Australian standard specification.
I would like memnbers to read the file thus
far and see wbether they can reach any con-
clusion other than that I hav-e come to,
namely, that there are no specifications at
all. From day to day the specifications ap-
pear to change, and there seems to be douht
as to the focussing of the lights permitted.
I claim to have as much intelligence as the
average man and I cannot reach any con-
clusion as to what has been done.

The "Minister for M-%ines: I do not think
the experts have reached a conclusion, either.

Ron. C. 0. LATHAM1: I agree with the
Minister. I say of the Deputy Premier that
he has a full realisation of what the civil
population of the State is suffering. In
yesterday's "West Australian" was pub-
lished a very good letter sent by the Deputy
Premier to the Prime "Minister on which the
writer should be commended, for it voices
the opinions that have been expressed from
timie to time by memibers on this side of
the House and by most members on his own
side. I do not propose to go through the
whole of the files, but the letters I have
quoted are worth perasing.

The M1inister for Mlines: In explanation of
the missing file, I have just got throughl to
may office and hare been infor-nied that mny
clerk camne up to wee the file but did not take
it away. He is on his way to the House now.
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Point of Order.
Mr. Marshall: On a point of order, this

matter of a file being missing from the
House is most serious. Standing Orders
provide tbat these documents shall be placed
in the custody of the Clerk and must not be
removed without the sanction of the
Speaker. A file might be unimportant but it
might be very important. What I should
like to know is bowv it came about that this
file was relnoved from the Chamber with-
out your permission, Mr. Speaker, and wvhat
you propose to do.

Mr. Speaker: Nobody had a right to take
the file from the House without my per-
mission. My permission was not given and
apparently the fie has been taken. I shall
have inquiries made.

Mr. Warner: Perhaps it has got into the
black-out.

Hon. 0. G. Latham: No doubt the file
will turn up later on. It did not contain
any minute having a bearing on my motion.

'Mr. Speaker: But the member for Mur-
chison raised a point of order. No file
should be removed from the Table of the
House. I am nowv informed that the file
in question has been on the Table all the
time.

The 'Minister for Mlines: Then perhaps
the Leader of the Opposition will apologise
to my clerk, because the file was in its pro-
per place.

Debate Resumed.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: There is a tele-

grami on file 1087/42 sent by Mr. Welch, of
the Home Security Office, Canberra, to the
Under-Secretary for Civil Defence, as fol-
low:-

Reference your telegram regarding lighting
restrictions, draft order lighting of motor
vehicles forwarded by air mail today. Orders
regarding general lighting restrictions will go
forward beginning of next week.
Then there are set out the orders issued ou
the 4th 'May, 1942. Those orders have been
amended quite a lot from time to time. I
do not propose to deal with aill of them,
but there are a few letters worth quoting.
The first appears on page 95A and was
written on the 14th July, 1942, by the
U'nder-Secretary for Civil Defence to the
Chairman of the Lighting Sub-Committee,
as follows:-

I would refer you to extracts from the min-
-utes of meeting of the Civil Defence Council
of the 10th July, 1942, set out hereunder-

''Further to the matter of lighting, the
question was raised with~ regard to the

masking of vehicle headlamps. It was
noted that the present masking of military
and Government-controlied vehicles is most
unsatisfactory, and even dangerous to other
vehicular traffic, and it was agreed that
some consideration was required either to
increasing the lighting allowed motorists
or to bringing military and Government
passenger-carrying vehicles into line with
the existing Lighting Restrictions Order.
After discussion, it was decided that the
matter of motor vehicle lighting generally
through the State be reviewed by the
Lighting Sub-Comemittee in view of the
present unsatisfactory position and that
the sub-committee advise the council of
its opinion on the subject.''

Now I wont to quote a letter on page 125
from the military authorities to Mr. F. C.
Edmondson, Chairman of the Lighting Sub-
Committee, dated the 11th August-

Your attention is directed to Item DAi (a)
of the Civil Defence Council minutes of the
meeting held on the 7th inst.-

'"Item D.7. In considering this item,
the Army Liaison Officer (Major Virtue)
advised that he could definitely state that
the proposed Army headlight masks would
not be in conformity with lighting restric-
tions regulations. After a lengthy discus-
sion on the subject, Major Virtue agreed
to arrange with the Military Engineer for
the chairman of the Lighting Committee
(Mr. r. C. Edmondson) to discuss with
him the now headlight masks with a view
to the Lighting Committee considering the
matter of the lighting restrictions, at an
early date."

There is an indication that the military*
authorities promised faithfully to carry out
those orders. In one letter Col. Hoad stated
that the lamps on a considerable number of
military, vehicles had been fitted with masks
and tb at the intention was to fit the rest
as soon as possible. That was a remarkable
statement for Col. Hlead to make, seeing that
the military authorities have impressed
everything they wanted, whether it was a
motorcar or a motortruck. There is no
reason why they could not have obtained all
the masks they required to mask the lights
of their vehicles. Major Virtue, who is
probably their legal adviser-

The Minister for Mines: He is the liaison
officer on the council.

Ron.'C 0 G. LATHAM: Yes. He, in effect,
states that it does not matter what Col.
Hoad says about fitting the masks, "We
are not going to do it." If we want to have
our people murdered by these vehicles-
and I use the word advisedly-all we have tc
do is leave things as they are. The public
however, cannot be expected to stand up tc
this sort of regulation very much longer
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People usting ears with dimmed lights, es-
pecially on dark nights such as we have had
recently-

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope the Leader of the
Opposition does not propose to enter upon
a general discussion of black-out or brown-
wit conditions. The matter has already been
discussed this session. I do not want to
burke discussion and I realise his difficulty.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: As long as you
realise the difficulty, as I do, Mr. Speake-

Mr. SPEAKER: I ask the hon. member
to keep as close as possible to the terns of
his motion.

Hon. C. G. LAT HAM1: Yes, I will keep
strictly to the file, In view of the advice
tendered by one high military authority and
the advice tendered by an authority pro-
bably uinder that high authority, it is im-
possible to give effect to the regulatins, I
wish to draw attention to other letters. Here
is one that is highly interesting. The Min-
ister has led members to believe that the
regulations cannot be varied by the State
Government.

The Minister for M.%ines: I have not said
anything of the sorL.

Hon. C. 0i. LATHAMI: f do not assert that
the Minister said this, but he led us to believe
that these are purely Commonwealth regula-
tions. As thme result of looking through the
file I should say the regulations were the
outcome of a conference held in Melbourne
just about the timec when our Legislative
Council disallowed the regulations. In order
possibly to provide sonic defence for an-
other place, I want to say that if the mnotion
had been submitted here it would also have
been carried.

The 'Minister for Mines: Then thme position
would have been just as chaotic.

Ron. C. G1. LATIAM: The Minister wvas
sAway at the timie n State business in the
Fast. The sensible course was to disallow
the regulations, there being no other way of
dlealing with them. What I object to is that
the Stte flovernment should thereupon iin-
itiedintely agree to the introduction by the
Commonwealth Gnvernment of regulations
over whieh we would] have no control. That
i-z tantamount to confessing ourselves in-
capabile of doing our own business,. It is a
serious mnatter, and the more serious beeause
at the present timne the Coinnion wealth Coy-
einent is taking away from the State
Governments powers which should not be

surrendered On pae 1.32 of this file there

appears a letter over the initials "E.JR.H.,"
reading-

Dear Sir,--You are advised that the report
of the Lighting Sub-Committee of the 11th
August was considered by the Executive Com-
mittee and the latter's recommendations in
connection therewith were endorsed by the
Civil Defence Council at its last meeting.

You are advised that the recommendationsR
contained in your report were dealt with ats
follows-

With regard to headlamp masks, your re-
commendation that the Premier be requested to
amend the regulations to allow light from
motor vehicle headlighits at 4 ft. candle power
was deferred for fourteen days pending Par-
lianient 's consideration of this question.

Your Committee's recommendation regarding
burning-off fires, etc., ifl country districts was
amended to read: '"That it be a recommend a-
tion to the Premier that burning-off on farms,
burning-off waste on timber miles, lights on
farm tractors, and charcoal burning be
exempted fromt the regulations.'" The bon.
Premier is being advised accordingly.

Tuncluded in the report is an opinion that
thiere should be no objection to open-air pic-
ture gardens in the brown-out area. This
opinion is endorsed by the Council.

On examining- the mnatter we see that the
Premier first requested that no alteration
should be made with regard to headlamips;
until Parliament had had an opportunity
to consider the subject. The letter which
I have read is dated the .17th. August, Just
after the present session opened. The Pre-
mier was perfectly right in making that
request, but the views expressed by this
Parliament should receive consideration. I
believe that the outcome of this discus-
sion will be that the Western Australian
people tvill receive at least as fair a deal
as has been given to the people of the
Eastern States. It seems that this coun-
cil, which apparentl ,y has fairly wide pow-
ers, can exclude burning-off lights, char-
coal-burning lights, andi lights of open-air
picture shows. I contend that the council
can amend any part oC l1me regulations.
But it surely is not pos,,ile to amend the
regulations as indicated and leave other
lights on the roadl.

I quite agree with the IDeputy Premier
that beyond 30 umiles front the coast lgt
cannot have any effect whatever on ship-
ping or on aircraft. What advantage
would the lighting be to themi? I believe
that today aircrtaft are scientifically de-
signed so as to be. able almost to pin-point
a place while taking their bearings. The
lights in question, therefore, wroulrl have
no effect at all. It Rtrniek me a-; utterly
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unreasonable to believe that an enemsy air-
craft would travel hundreds of mlsto
drop a bomb at a. certain spot because a
motor-light had been seen on a road in
that locality. All that enemy aircraft are
after is points of military or political im-
portance. As a matter of fact, Bucking-
ham Palace was bombed, and -io was the
House of Commons. Those are important
places. I do not know whether Whitehall
was bombed.

The Minister for M1ines: Practically every
church in London was bombed.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: Churches would
be important. The effect oi lioubing them
would be important, because they would be
places of refuge. I am told that traffic
proceoding in a certain direction wvould
enable enemy aircraft to know where to
go. Now, I use the roads as much as most
people do, and find that one sees lights
travelling in all direction-;. Therefore,
they could not afford guidance in that
respect to enemy aircraft. The House
should do its utmost to support the letter
put up yesterday by the Deputy Premier
to the Prime Minister. The Prime Min-
ister should be given to understand that
while we arc prepared to do everything
possible to hack up action designed to pro-
tect the people, this kind of thing is
actually a danger to the people and makes
the regulations, farcical. Therefore I hope
the motion will he carried. I think mem-
bers will auzree with ine that, at no time
was there any need to hand over the pow-
ers held by the State in this connection
under the Civil Defence Act to the Comn-
nionwenlth Government. Such action is
most unwise.

If I have any complaint to make, [ have
opportunities to make it here. Should the
House not be sitting, I can go to the office
of the 'Minister and submit my views to
him. So far I have not been refused ad-
mission to the Isinisier. However, while
this House is sitting, Mr. Speaker, we
have the opportunity, undler your gniidanee,
to exp)ress our views in the interests of
the people of Westera Austrmlin. I hope
that right will never he fiittered away by
reason of any Government of this State
kit1ing the Commonwealth Government
that we arc incapahle of doing the work
entrusted to us by the people of Western
Australia. In my opinion, this is the most
important House so far as those people
are concerned. In this Chamber they have

~50 representatives. Those 50 represen-
tatives here are as capable as are the five
Western Australian members of the Fed-
eral House of Representatives. I repeat,
the most important House to the people of
Western Australia today is this House. We
have no right to fritter away any of our
powers, as to amy regret has been done
recently. As regards that matter, we
might appeal to the Privy Council. I com-
mend my motion to the House.

AM. SEWARD e(Pingelly): In support-
ing the motion inoved by my Leader I desire
to draw attention to the first letter appear-
ing on the file which came from the Vacuum
Oil Coy. It applies to the first part of the
motion. On the 10th June, 1941, the com-
pany wrote to the Civil Defence Council stat-
ing that it desired[ to adopt a standard type
of headlight mask, and forwarding a sample-
of the Victorian miask. On the 30th January,
1942, just six months later, the company
again wrote asking whet her any decision had
been arrived at and, ifE so, what was its
natures I maintain that to keep the firma
waiting six months for a reply to a re-
quest of that kind is not showing a reason-
able appreciation of the diffiulties of motor-
owners. On the 29th January the company
hind to write again for a reply, and on the
30th January it was directed to the Traffie
Branch of the Police Department. That
does not show a proper appreciation of
the company's diffieulties. I presume the
Vacuum Oil people have many vehicles to
mask in Western Australia and desire, if
possible, that a uniform type of mafsk

.should be adopted in all the States, since the
company operates throughout Australia.
And it had to wait six months for a reply!
The file contains other letters of a similar
nature whichi I shall not quote, asking for
guidance. From my own experience I know
how difficult it has been to secure a proper
mask. In fact, the reply furnished to the
Vacuum Oil Company states that the then
type of mask would not give sufficient light.
That is one of the difficulties of the matter.

There is another point to which I desire
to draw attention, because the Minister, in
his reply, told us that the Government never
received any co-operation from the military
authorities. When the draft regulations
were sent here by the Common wealth Gov-
ernment. they were submitted to the local
lighting committee for perusal aimd approval.
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On the file will be found a report to Mr.
Telfer dated the 11th 'May, 1942, in which
the chairman at the Lighting Sub-Committee
(M.%r. Edmondson) has this to say:-

In the discussion with 'Mr. Panton, the Cant.
missioner of Police, yourself and myself, I
pointed out that no area was mentioned and
it was decided at that meeting that General
Bennett be asked to state the area in writ-
ilag. . . . However, o'e serious matter is that
vehicles ofthe Army Forces are exempt. Mr.
Telfer and myself took this matter up with
Colonel ]Ioad and he stated that over 3,000
military vehicles hand already been masked and
he was hastening masking of the others. With
regard to Allied Forces hie requested that u
letter be sent front the C.D.C. to him drawing
Iris attention to any bad breaches, if any,
-when hie himself would immediately take the
matter up, and hie assured us of complete co-
operation. Col. Hood was well seized with
the danger and did realise that civilian A.R.P.
and essential services must be continued and
miust not be menaced by glaring headlnamps of
vehicles of the Forces. It was also stated by
Col, Hoad, apart from the business wo dis-
cussed with hint, tlat tire question of liaison
of all A.R-P. and civil defence matters was
now directly under his charge and adiinistra-
tion and he would arrange for the liaison offi-
-ecr to attend Civ-il Defence meetings.

There is no evidence there of any disregard
by the Army. Colonel Ifoad gave an as-
surrance that lie was fully seized of the
menace of glaring headlamrps on vehicles
bielongirng to the Forces and had every de-
sire to assist the Civil 1)efence Council.

The Ministvr for 'Mines: You must know
from yor- own personal knowledge what
they have donv.

Mr. SEWARD: Last Thursdayv I as-ked the
Minister on how many occasions since the
11th. May Coonel Hor] was informed by
letter of breaches by the Allied Forces, of
the Lighting of Vehicle,, Order. The reply
Was-

A military liaison officer representing Col.
Hoa] attends eacit Civil Defence Council meet-
ing and lie has been kept verbally informed
of bicaches.

That is not compjlying with the request of
Colonel Hoa], who distinctly asked to he
advised. by letter of any breaches by the
Allied Forces, presumably because he wanted
some evidence to ptace before those in charge
of the Allied Forces. He said he was
appointing a liaison officer to keep him in
touch with various matters brought before
the Civil Defence Counil for consideration.
No letter was sent to Colonel Road in com-
pliance with his request. I also asked the
Minister what replies to letters sent to

Colonel Hoar] were receiv-ed from him, and
the answer was:

Replies were generally to the effect that the
Army was masking vehicles as opportunity
offered.
I did not ask anything about the Army but
what action had been taken to get the Allied
Forces to comply with this order. Appar-
ently no action was taken and the Minister
was not justified in blaming the military
authorities and saying they had not co-
operated with him, particularly when the
evidence on the files shows, that they did.

I turn now to the letter reaud 1hr the
Leader of the Opposition. Writing on the
17th -March, 1942, the G.O.C. Western Comn-
mand asked the C.D.C. that all road vehicles
be brought in line in the matter of dimming
of lights, and pointed out that the dimmed
lights on army vicies prevented recogni-
tion of pedestrians when there was anl on-
comning vehicle with glaring lights. Yet we
are told that the Army did not co-operate!

When the draft regulations that were to
be discussed at a conference with thle Com-
mionwealth Government were received, the
Minister immediately wired to aill the States
to ascertain aihat they were doing and
whether the3- intended to adopt thle regula-
Lions in. toto. 021 the file, members will find
replies from thle other States. Queensland
intimated that the Government proposed to
issue its own order in language understand-
able by motor users. S1outh Australia felt
that it would lie impossible to police car
lighting' while street and other lights were
permitted. That was the position in Ade-
laide, and the South Australian Governmnent
did not issue regulations under the National
Security Act hut maintained the right to
issLue such regulations under its own Act.
Victoria r-eplied that it wvould make certain
amendments to the Commonwealth order.
Victoria did not propose to adopt the Com-
monwealth regulations in toto but suggested
ameiduinents, though that State was repre-
sented at the conference.

The Minister for Mines: Are You quite
bure of that?

Mr. SEWARD:- It is onl thle file. The
Minister cami give his version when he
speaks. Tasnmania replied tihat in view of
the present trend of Commonwealth policy
it would he undesirable at the moment to
make drastic changes in existing restrictions,
So Tasmania refused to adopt the regula-
tions in toto. The 'Minister will have to
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take the responsibility for the fact that this
State decided to issue regulations under
the Commonwealth National Security Act, so
that they are entirely beyond our control.
For those reasons, in addition to others men-
tioned by the Leader of the Opposition, I
consider the House has every justification
for supporting the motion.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: I do
not intend to weary the House by going
over a lot of these regulations, because that
appears to me to be flogging a dead horse.
A motion was moved by the member for
Pingelly and discussed at length. About
19 speeches were made, excluding my own,
and I venture to assert that 17 of the 19
members who spoke dealt severely with the
military authorities. Now I am accused of
being responsible for the state of affairs! If
the hon. member will take the trouble to
study "HanSArd" he will find that very few
of the members who spoke did not complain
bitterly about the attitude of the military
authorities.

Mr. Watts: Because we thought then that
it was their fault!

The MI1NISTER FOR MINES: Whose
fault is it that the military auathorities
have not had a proper lighting system?
Mine?

Mr. Warner: Yes!
The -MINISTER FOR M3INES: I seel II

am in charge of General Blamey and General
Sturdee and General MacArthur!

MAr. Patrick: You are responsible for
these regulations.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am no
more responsible for the regulations than
is any other member of this House.

Mr. Patrick: You are responsible for not
retaining State rights.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We are
flogging a dead horse. The motion moved
by the member for Pingelly was carried
unanimously. Not one voice was raised
against it. The original regulations were
disallowed, and the point has been raised
by the Lender of the Opposition whether
the existing regulations can be altered by
the Premier. Nobody has said he could not
alter them. The Solicitor General has been
asked about the matter.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I always under-
stood--

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member usually understands something
wrong! He did not hear what I had to say

on this matter in the first place. The very
preamble of the regulations begins-"After
consultation with the military authorities
and the Minister for Rome Security." I
took that to the Solicitor General, and said,
"Con the Premier of this State cancel these
regulations?" After spending a couple of
days thinking it over, he said, "Personally
I think he can; but it would be very wrong,
and certainly very discourteous to cancel
such regulations before he had consulted with
the people who submitted them."

Mr. Hughes: That is not what you asked
him. You only asked him could it be done.

The MINISTER FOR TUNES: I was
not paying for the advice. If I had been,
I suppose I would have got it.

Mr. Hughes: He had no right to give
political advice.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member can have him brought up before the
Barristers' Board.

Mr. Hughes: I will tell him personally.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have

not had a chance to discuss this, matter with
the Premier, but I know him sufficiently
well to be sure that if the Commonwealth
Government is not ready to take notice of
what is said in this Parliament, lie will have
the matter tested. If we can believe all that
has been said, this country was very near to
being invaded, when these regulations were
disallowed.

Mr. Denry: Do you think that putting out
the lights would stop an invasion?

The 'MINISTER FOR AfTNES: It does
not matter what I think. I have been arguing
on those lines all along. It did not matter
what I thought. It was only as a result of
political changes that I came to occupy this
position. What happened was that the
people who arc supposed to be protecting
Australia-and T say "supposed" advisedly
-the people in charge of military operations
in Australia said the regulations were neces-
sary. That is all that concerned me. I will
g"o f urther and say that that is fill that will
concern me in the future. So long as I
am in this position, unless the House wills
otherwise, I am prepared to take the advice
of General MacArthur and his colleagues.

Mr. Thorn: Whether they carry out these
regulations themnselves or not?

The MINISTER FOR MIXES: Yes. If
the House decides otherwise, I am prepared
to abide by the majority deeision.

Mr. Warner: We have no say now.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: If I know
the Premier, members will get all the say
they require in the event of the Commton-
wealth Government not acceding to our re-
qunest. When the previous regulations were
,disallowed, no end of chaos was caused. I
arrived back fron Melbourne to find a pile
of letters on the subject waiting for nit..
Many people rang u-e on the 'phone. Somte
wanted to obey the reguIlations that had
been disallowed.

Mr. Kelly: There was chaos before then!
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Perhaps

there was in Southern Crops. I do not know
that there was anywhere else. If there was,
the Chaos was accentuated when the regu-
lations were disallowed. The Leader of the
Opposition said the whole of the regulations
hagd to he disallowed. Nothig of the sort
was ecesuryv. If a resolution had been
carried express-ing an opinion on the mnatter,
the Government could and would have acted
on it; but the whole of the regulations wore
disallowed. For what reason? Mr. Cornell
wanted to drive around Southern Cross.
That is all it was done for. Mr. Cornell
complained about car lighting in Southern
Cross and the country areas, and for that
very reason the regulations were disallowed.

Members interjected.
The MINISTER FOR -MINES: Members

canr howl as much as they likL. In order to
secure the disallowance of the regulations
as they applied to the country, members in
another place disallowed the black-out from
Fremantle to Trigg Island. The whole of
the regulations had to go.

Members interjected.
The MINISTER FOR MIINES: If men,-

hers opposite had been in office, they would
haive done worse. All I can say to such
members is,, "You can do your worst!'"

Hont. C7. 0. Lithaut: Our best-not oil
worst!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not.
propose to do anything on my own respon-
sibility. I know what would have happened
bad I been responsible for the withdrawal
of the regulations, anid Japanese bombs had
dropped and killed people. It would have
been said, "What sort of a Minister for
Civil Defence arc you, not complying with
the wishes of tire military authorities?"

Mr. Thorn: Do you think the regulations
will prevent an invasion,'

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They
will not prevent the bon. member from

slinging miud at me. 1 know him! He knows
nothing about it.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That is a nice thin
for the M1inister to say.

Mr. Thorn: There should have been no
mention of Mr. Cornell.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The MKinister
wilt resumie his seat. TI i menber for
Toodyar will keep order.

MNr. Thorn: The Minister should also keep
order.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is my
turn to speak. Jimmy Cornell said lie
wvanted more light for motorcars at Southern
Cross and that influenicedI the position!
Fancy any member suggesting that those
sitting on the Government side of the House
4-ould lhe influeneed hy Jimmy1 Cornell1

Mr. SPEAKER : Order! The 'Minister
is out of order in making such references.

The MINISTER FOR MNINES: Poncy
suigge.sting he could influence us!

Mr. SPEAKER: Stainding1 Order 133 de-
bars the M1inister from referring to a niema-
her of Parliament by name.

The MINISTER FOR MIINES: Now let
me mention the references made to the Navy.
One member said there was lack of co-
op~erationl. There has been no co-operation
between the Navy and the Army. Am I
supposed to settle the airgumtTC1?

Hion. C. G. La than]: Both Army and Nav~y
vehicles keep their lights futll on.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I know
that. As I said in this Chamber before we
even received the regulations from the mili-
tan' authorities, two days afterwards we re-
ceived a letter from the Prime Minister,
through the Naval Board, intimating that
the Navy was unable to coinply with the
regulations because the navigation lights had
to be retained. I will tell the L.eader of the
Opposition the reason for that letter. It
was because sonic of the young naval bucks
could not get round with their tabs fast
enough.

Hon. C. G. Lathaim: That is very unfair
to the Chief Naval Authority.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There is
nothing unfair about it, because I know what
I amn talking about.

lIon. C. G.. Latham: Does the Minister
suggest that the highest naval authority here
is the tool of the juniors?

The MINISTER FOR M1INES: Never
mind about that! That is wuhere the letter
camne from.
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Mr. Thorn:- And the reason for it was
that the young naval men could not take
their girls about?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They
could not take them round fast enough.

Mr. Thorn: That is a nice thing to say!1
The MINISTER FOR MINES:- At any

rate, I do not propose to flog a dead horse.
Mr. J. Hegney: It will ho dead now.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: It was

dead when we carried the previous mootion.
Now we find that the Lender of the Opposi-
tion and the member for Pingelly got the
file which had been plated on the Table of
the House. They went throtighi the fie,
and incidentally have lost a portion of it.
They could not find anything wrong.

lon. C. G. Lathani: I say your secretary
lost that part of thle fie.

The 'MINISTER FOR MINES: he pro-
cured it fromt the hLou. nnejuber's room, and
puit the papers on the Table. Hlowever,
those two memabers. could not tind anything
wrong, so the motion before the H1ouse was
moved. I tell ineinbers frankly that this
action will relieve me of a lot of worry and
opposition. If the Houtse agrees to the
mnotion, and somieonet rings me up. about
lighting restrictions, I shall reply, "I am
sorry, but you mnust see Parliament about
this matter. Parliament itself decided the
issue.',

1 (10 not propose to (10 anything about
the miatter until we receive the Prime Minis-
ter's decision upon the letter that has been
sevnt to him. When the Prime Minister, after
consultation with the Service Chiefs? for-
wards his decision to us and the position

i;made clear, I hope Inenbers will again
lake tip the matter with the military au wthori-
ties and ascertain whether they know what
they are talking about. I repent what I
have said previously in this Chamnber: So
long as the Premier entrusts me with the
duity of administering civil defence matters,

nd until Parliament decides otherwise, .I
shiall accept the advice of those authoriti.s
that are spending £1,000,000 per (lay on
Ilie defence of this country.

HON. 0. G. LATHAM (York-in reply):
The 'Minister losesq his temper very easily.

The -Minister for Mines: I did not lose
it at all.

lion. C. 6. TLATHAM: Apparently he
thought it necessary to talk about a member
or' another place, in order to illustrate the
thonghlt uppermost in his mind that the

Legislative Council had disallowed the
lighting restriction regulations because the
memhber of that Chamber wanted to go to
Sent hern Cross.

The 'Minister for 'Mines: I did not say
anything of the sort.

Hon. C. GS. LATHAM:- I do not think
that has anything to do with the matter
at all. The Alinister introduced that phase
in order to draw a red herring across the
trail of the debate. The Minister's second
point was that Commodore Collins had
written the letter that has been referred
to because hie wanted to provide facilities
for his junior officers so that they could
take girls about. 1 think that remiark was
very -unwise.

The Mfinister for M.%ines: I said that is
where it came fromt.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: I cannot believe
that Commodore Collins, in viewv of the
great responsibilities he has carried in the
past-I believe that everyone is proud to
be associated with him as an Australian-

The M1inister for Mines: So ami 1!

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: I cannot believe
that such a high-placed officer would be
associated. with a muove to enable junior
officers to take girls out at night, The
Minister's statement was very unwise, and
his suggestion does not aff'ect the point
under consideration. I claim there was no
necessity whatever for the whole matter
to be handed over to the Federal authori-
ties, for I hold the power should have
been retained by the State Parliament.
The Minister said he would take his in-
sitructions from the ntilitarv authorities; I
hope his collealgues will do0 nothing of the
sort.

The -Minister for M1ines: I said I would
do so un1til Parliament decided otherwise.

Hon. C. 17T. LATHAM21: I1 quoted what
the Minister himself said.

The Minister for Works: Do you suggest
that the Minister was responsible for draft-
ing defence regulations?

Hion. C. GI. IsATHAMIL: Let the military
authorities draft theta and accept the re-
sponsibility, not this Parlianment! That is
tile m1ain thing. The Minister should re-
omember that wre have on our statute-book
the Civil Defence (Emergency Powers)
Act, under which the regulations were pro-
miulgated. Those regulations were well
drafted.
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The Minister for Mines:- If the military
authorities are not in a position to say
what should be done, who is'!

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: The military
authorities may advise us, but we should
not accept dictation from them.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Others do!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM2%: We are respon.
sible for administering the civil laws, and
that is the important point. Let the mili-
tary authorities deal with matters that
are within their province! When we coD-
sider the position and have regard to the
officers who have much to do with defence
matters, what experience have they hadt
They may know all about the formation of
brigades, battalions or companiet, but
what do they know about the civil laws?
Colonel Road said he will have all the
lights masked. Major Virtue said they are
not going to carry out the regulations.

M1r. Cross: And they did not do so.
Hon. C. 0. LATHAMU: I hope Ministers

of the Crown in this State at any rate will
look after the civil side. If the military
authorities like to do so, and they enforce
the laws, we should remember that the
State Ministers, through the police force,
are endeavouring to administer those laws.

The Minister for Mines: They are not
doing it under the orders of the State.

Hon. 0. 0. LATHAM: The police are do-
ing the work, and police magistrates are
trying cases. Let the military authorities
deal with matters of military law, but let
us maintain our civil laws. We can do all
that is necessary quite satisfactorily. We
have passed legislation providing the Min-
ister in charge of civil defence matters
with all the powers that are necessary. I
certainly regretted having to listen to the
statement he made this afternoon when he
said he would accept dictation from the
military authorities.

The Mfinister for Mines: If you get the
motion through, you can have the powers
back at any time you like.

Hon. C. O. LATHAMI: The 'Minister
talks about giving away something it is
not in his power to discard. If he and his
colleagues choose to give up their positions
and we accept responsibility of govern-
ment, I assure him that if -we cannot do
better than he has in this matter 'we shall
he prepared to forfeit our seats.

Question put and passed.

MOTION-POST-WAR RECON-
STRUCTION.

To Inquire by Select Committee.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [3.23]. 1
move--

That a Select Committee be appointed to
inquire into, and submit proposals for, post-
war reconstruetion in Western Australia, with
particular reference to ways and means of
securing, a greater measure of equality of
opportunity, and the best possible standard of
living for all the people with continuity of
employment, and the necessary increase in the
State's8 population, and as means of attaining
those objectives to consider-

(a) the possibilities of land settlement as
.a means of repatriation;

(b) the reshaping of agricultural policy so
as to offer prospects of success to
those engaged in rural industry;

(c) the fostering of secondary industries so
as to make the best use of the State's
rsw materials, and provide employ-
ment;

(d) the desirability of appointing a Minis-
ter for Reconstruction;

(e) any other proposals considered helpful.

I do not propose to take uip much time re-
garding this matter because I cannot con-
ceive of there being any opposition to a
motion of this nature at the present time.
If, however, I am mistaken in that belief, I
shall take the opportunity to deal with such
objections as are made when it conies to my
turn to speak in reply to the debate. I am
aware that there is a movement in Federal
circles to deal with at any rate somne phases
of the subject. matter of my motion relating
to reconstruction after the war, in their own
way and in their own time. Included in
the proposals there appears to he a sugges-
tion that the Constitution might be amended]
so as to place the Federal authorities in un-
fettered control of all these matters, which
control is to be exercised by the gentlemen
associated with the Federal Executive, irre-
spective of what political party they may
represent. I admnit straight away that I am
not enthusiastic about any suchl Proposal,
but as it is not yet of a concrete nature, I
do not propose to discuss it except to say
that whether the Federal authorities proceed
along those lines or not, it 'will still be neces-
sary for the people of Western Australia
and the State Parliament in particular to
have their case prepared to place before the
Federal authorities if they aet, or if they do
not act to prepare that eas;e so that the State
can deal with the muatter itself. Whatever
may be the outcome of the proposal, it will
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he essential, in my view, that this; Parliament
and the people of the State shall pay some
regard to this question in order that they
may he in a position to take action one way
or another as soon as the time arrives to
,do s0.

There are some peopile who hold] that now
is not the time to deal with matters such
as~ arc outlined in the motion. rrhey con-
tend that the main objec-t of work at tho
present time is to do all that is p)ossible and
lee,sirV towards; winning the war. With
that Contention I ain. entirely in agreement
insofar as it its possible for all sections,
of our people to engage themselves actively
in that work. Bitt I submit there are muem-
bers of this Douse who are not so engaged,
and who could not be, so engaged, who wvould
he ver~y well-advised to give consideration
to the matters that aire referred to in thme
motion. They would 1)0 able to b)end their
undoubted energy anad abi lily Inwards the
solution of this problem and assist very
greatly in thle well-being of this country,
realising that they cannot do very, much ac-
tively towards thle winning of thle war itself.
I think the point of view of a great manny
people in various parts ar W(Sterfl Aus-
tmalia-I know there are many in my dis-
trict who hold such views-is summed up in
anl article written in a newspaper called "The
Southern Sentinel," which was published at
Mt. Barker on the 28th August. Among
other comments the leader-writer of that
pa per wrote--

Reconstruction is one of time problems which
is exciting ever-iuc reusing interest, not only in
this country, but all over the world. ... There
are, of course, two schools of thought on re-
construction. One of them subscribes to the
idea in general but insists that the only job
ait the moment is the winning of the war; and
the other schoot wants planned action now so
that the way is open to implement the plans
ais soon ais the war is over. There is merit ia
bmoth arguments, but it does seem as though-
with the important proviso that it must not
interfere with the war effort-there is
more to be said for planning now. One of
the important things we must endeavour to
avoid is the tragedy of tile first three years
of the last peace in which we had -in artificial
boom brought about by the spending of de-
ferred pay and gratuities, the free spending of
money earned during the war period and the
inevitable slump whien these funds were ex-
hanusted. If by planning now we can avoid
that chaos, it will be well worth while. It is
sometimes forgotten that just as the war will
be won by long-term strategy, by the patient
planning and the building-up of reserves, so
will the peace. At the end of the last war

we had a muddled peace. It must be avoided
this timne, and sonic of the avoiding action must
be taken now.

'With that %entilient I believe that, on
careful consideration of thle position, the
majority of the members of this House will
agree. I do not approach this matter from
the point of view of any "new order," as it
has been referred to so often in this Chamber
and elsewhere. 'My motion is ainmed to be a
small, contributioni towardls mnaking it pos-
isble for this State, throughi its Parlia-
inenitary represeit tit i-es, to do all that
can he clone after the cessation, of hos-
tilities towardl, the development of the
State and thme betterment of the con-
difi is of the( peo0ple of Western Australia.
I dto not propose to go anuy further.
Pleasant. as it may sound to refer to such
thing-s as new orders, yon, Mr. Sp.-eaker, and
[ 'are too well acquainted with the frailties
of human itature to believe that those
things, in the bulk will be easy of achieve-
ment. I believe it will be a question of
slowly but surely feeling our way out of
the morass-if I may so termi it-we are in
today and are likely to be in unless we take
action in the future and, by slow degrees,
raising the conditions of our people and the
state of our country to something hetter
than it has been in the past. As a small con-
tribution to that end, I am putting this
mnotion before the House, not in any party
spirit, but in order that it may be debated,
and in the hope that a select committee wil
he appointed to give consideration to the
points I have raised.

We do not want to be afraid of creating
a precedent. There are some people who
say, "Do nt do this or that because it will
be establishing a precedent." That is some-
thing which I think wre ought to avoid. A
great ninny of our past enthusiasts wilt dis-
appear into the discard and a great many
newv ideas that will be brought forward will
go into the same place, but out of it all
niust conie from the ability of our people
generally some schemes that will beneft them
and improve their conditions, some schemes
that will cancel, as it were, the troubles that
arose after the 191:4-18 'war and will, I fear,
on this occasion be greatly magnified. We
have many more people engaged in the war
effort during this conflict than we had dur-
ing that of years ago. I believe, therefore,
that in proportion to this increase, so are
our difficulties likely to increase and so
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should we give very careful consideration to
anything we can do, small though it be, to
solve those problems and avoid a repetition
of past mistakes.

I refer in the motion to a select commit-
tee making inquiries and submitting pro-
posals with particular reference to ways and
means of Securing a greater measure of
equality of opportunity and the best pos-
sible standard of living for all the people
with continuity of employment. This is
something that has never been achieved, par-
ticularly the latter part "continuity of em-
ployment," and it is something which it is
only reasonable that every effort should be
made to achieve. It is not conferring any
great benefit on mankind, I consider, simply
to ensure that everyone willing to work
should have the right to it.

Mr. North: There is national insurance,
also.

Mr. WATTS: Yes. In the past there
have been great difficulties under the sys-
tems that have been in operation to ensure
that every individual willing to work had
the righlt to do so at reasonable remunera-
tion. I do not think we should refuse to in-
quire into any proposal that may be brought
forward and examine it to ascertain whe-
ther it is likely, even though it may mean
the estahlishment of a really definite pre-
cedent, to achieve, wholly or partially, the
end we have ini view. Since I gave notice of
this motion I have received twvo or three
communications from citizens of the State,
and I assure the House that if the pro-
posea made in them were put before a sel-
ect committee and investigated, they would
provide a source of very great interest. One
in particular seems rather strange and may
be entirely unworkable, but it is not so
high-falutin' a thing that is going to start off,
as it were, condemned because it, is so high-
falutin'. There is a prospect that a scheme
of the kind may be made use of in a State
such as this or a Commonwealth such as
this. If it is to be a Commonwealth mat-
ter, the advice of the people of this State
should be tendered to the Commonwealth
Government.

In the motion I proceed to refer to the
necessary increase in the population of the
State. I do not think anyone will disagree
that this is a very essential part of any
system that wre may put into operation.
Western Ausfralia is capable of supporting
a great many more people than it has sup-

p~orted in the past. I am not one of those
wvho believe that this State can support
many millions. I have heard all sorts of
fantastic figures quoted, but as we look
around we realise that the State has
its limitationis and cannot support the
unlimited number of persons commen-
surate with its size that it could if
it contained the facilities and conditions
that excist elsewhere in countries of the same
size. Still, it should be possible to main-
tain a very greatly increased population,
and we should bend our energies towards
ascertaining how that increase may be ob-
tained in a way that will confer reasonable
conditions, not only upon the people who
are with uts now, but also upon those who
come hereafter, either by birth or migration.
So I ask the House to regard that aspect
as being worthy of consideration.

In order not to limit the select committee
in its inquiry, I have placed at the end of
my motion a paragraph authorising the con-
sideration of any other proposals thought to
be helpful. I have proposed that the possi-
bilities of land settlement Mh a means of
repatriation be investigated. I use the word
"repatriation" as having reference to more
than soldiers who have given service in an-
other country and have returned to this
State. I have used it as meaning the settle-
ment of any member of the Forces, what-
ever his status, whatever branch lie may
belong to, or whether he has served overses,
who may require to be established in civil
life after his release from military duty,
wvhich appears to be likely to continue over
a substantial period. After the 1914-18
war a great deal of valuable work was done
in the direction of land settlement for these
purposes, but the net result wa- that in
the majority of cases there had to be a
.substantial writing-dowit of the obligations
assumed by the returned men. There was
much heart-burning and unhappiness exist-
ing until the writing-down took place and,
if that process is to be repeated, it will be
a very r-eat mistake, not only from the
standpoint of the loss financially to the
State itself, which may he borne with
equanimity, but also because of the loss of
morale and spirit on the part of the persons
concerned in this settlement process, and
its final result, in many eases, in the aban-
donmnent of the property.

So we should look around and see what
was wrong with the scheme put into opera-
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tio'I then. What shall we do in future to
bring into operation schemes likely to be
satisfactory? Can we improve the position?
I think it can be improved, and inquiries
should be made in that direction. Bound
uip with this, I submit, is paragraph (b) of
my motion-

The reshaping of agricultural policy so as
to off er prospects of success to those engaged
in rural industry.

Ne arlIy all this land settlement will be fronm
at point of view of primary production. I
sup~pose there has been substantial success
in this direction, but there has not been
the success to which those men who return
froiu active service to civil life are en-
titled. They are entitled to the best that
can be obtained for them, to everything their
legislators and fellow citizens can reason-
aiblyv do to assist then, I do not think that
was achieved after the 1914-18 wvar. The
intentions at the time were good, the efforts
exerted were tendu, but the results
-were not in all cases satisfactory, and we
should make an effort to ensure that in
future they will be more satisfactory.

The nest item of the motion refers to the
fostering of secondary industries so as to
make the best possible use of the State's raw
materials and provide employment. Second-
ary industries in Australia, I take it, will
Mot be very easily maintained after the wvar.
At the moment secondary industry is having
rather a good time. There is a demand for
its products, which can all be absorbed
locally. -Much secondary industry machin-
er has been diverted to wvar work. There
is, therefore, amnple employment. In fact,
more men could be employed than are avail-
able for the pups of carrying on our
secondary industries. But after the war
comies to an end there will be a cessation of
a substantial lportion of that business. There
will he a loss of a substantial portion of the
market, because there will not be the de-
mnand for products of secondary industries.

Other countries have turned from motor-
cars to aeroplanes. They, with their im.-
mense populations and their mass-production
methods and huge local markets, will be
able to turn fromt aeroplanes to motorcars,
without, I should say, more than a reason-
able amount of dislocation. But shall we
be able to do that? I question it very much.
Y'ndor our economic methods as they have
existed up to the present, we have been in

110 position to export any substantial por-
tion of our secondary industrial products;
and our borne market, by virtue of the fact
that our population is of a limited character,
has been limited also. In the result, I be-
lieve, wve shall find that a great many of
these factories, smnall and large, will experi-
ence grave difficulty in carrying on unless
we have some alternative proposals for them
to exercise their ability and ingenuity upon
after the cessation of hostilities. So I be-
lieve that from the point of view of Western
Australia, we, realising our limitations,
realising our raw material resources and
knowing the best that can be made out of
those raw material resources, can submit pro-
posals which will be well worth discussion
and in all probability well worth carrying
into effect.

Then T have a reference to the desirability
of appointing a Minister for Reconstruction.
Members will realise that under the various
headings raised in the motion there are a
great number of departments of government
whose interests will be concerned. They
should, I think, be all brought under one
head,' so that there may -be a sufficient amount
of co-ordination to enable any proposals
brought forward and considered as applic-
able to be given full effect to. I do not think
there should be any doubt as to the advisa-
bility of having one Minister in charge of
this matter and thus of bringing together
the loose ends, as it were, after the war and
putting them all into one control for the
benefit of Western Australia and her people.

The Minister for Lands: That is a F'ederal
matter now, is it not?

Mr. WATTS: I do not know whether it
is or not, and I do not propose this motion
in the belief that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment will take complete control of re-
patriation.

The Minister for Lands: The Common-
wealth Government will have control of the
money, though.

Mr. WATTS: But it will not have control
of the ideas to be submitted. If the Coin-
inonwealth Government, in fact, has control
of the matter, then item (d) will be of con,
siderably less importance, Otherwise it
becomes relatively, I should say, one of the
most important items of the motion. I sub-
mit the motion to the House with those
observations in support, reserving to myself,
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as I said at the beginning, tile right to reply
to any serious objections that may he raised
to it.

M. SAMPSON (Swan) : In few words,
but in all sincerity, I support the motion
aiming to secure the appointment of a
select committee to carry into effect the
various points raised by the mover. The
motion contains in various plases a wealth
of sound counnonsease which, if it is possible
to achieve what is aimed at-and Ido not see
why it should not he possible-would offer
opportunities for bringing about the new
heaven and the new earth spoken of so fre-
quently. One of the objects to which the
motion mnight apply is insistence on utilisa-
tion of uiioccuii)ied lands along our railways.
Years ago this wtas spoken of timie after
time. If there is one difficulty which Aus-
tralia faces, and one difficulty which more
than anything else has encouraged the effect
of war to be taken against Australia, surely
it is the fact that to a large extent we have
not utilised the opportunities which we
possess with our lands. Our unutilised
lands have caused our population to
remain static. I1 have often heard members
of this Chamber urge that land which is
linocculpied should he taxed into uitilbsation.
Today, of course, it is useless to discuss the
subject along those lines, because there is
not the necessary mianpower available;, but
onice the war is over, the principle should
be applied.

Another miatter, and a veyimportant one,
contained within the scope of the motion is
the training of youth, and also the training
of unskilled manhood so that work of a
skilled nature canl he carried out hare. We
have a most undesirable, in fact a most di s-
graceful and shocking history as regards thle
treatment which our own youth has received.
If Australia is to be the great country we
believe it will be, that can only be brought
about by giving- to our youth the opportunity
to earn a living. We do not want to go back
to the old dlays when men received work as
charity and worked intermittently. We want
them to have the opportunity to work all the
timie, if as the result of the inquiry suggested
by (this motion it is practicable to end
th possibility of slistenonce worker,,-
men taken out into the bush to do work
more or less of a useless nature, and cer-
tainly calculated to undermine their makn-
hood and their spirit of self-reliance. It is

possible we may revert to that old method,
bitt I earnestly hope not. If we do, our
efforts. in winning the war will be futile,
because victory would not be worth bother-
ing& about. The mover suggested that a
Minister shold be appointed to carry out
this 'Work. I have great respect f or some
Ministers, hut Ministers are usually over-
worked. I would prefer the appointment of
a commnittee. of citizens of proved capacity
who would be ready and willing to do what
is required. A Minister's path is one beset
with many difficulties. People feel that hie
ought to be a super-man-a genius.

I will not deny that on occasions we have
had such 'Ministers, but it is too much to
expect of a Minister that he should have
the special capacity to deal with all the
subjects to wvhich the motion refers. I trust
tihe mover will give consideration to that
point. I shall certainly not attenipt to
amend. the motion, as it is one for which
I have great respect. If carried into effect
it would mean a great deal to the fututre of
Australia. Prices of primary products will
need to he considered. At present, the prices
of such products seem to he in the laps of
the gods. One can be certain of this, how-
ever, that if we follow the principles that
have been applied ill the past, we -will cOn-
tinue to have the samne drift of men from
our country districts. They will come into
the closely-settled centres, where they have
the protection of the Arbitration Court, will
receive a minimuni payment for their work
and enjoy fixed hours. So far, country
workers have never enjoyed fixed hours.
hope the motion will not meet with the fate
so many motions have inet. I know it will
be carried, because no-one dare vote against
it. If given effect to, every man, woman and
child in Western Australia will reap the
benefit. It will be a real contribution to-
wards a new order.

M1r. Cross: Serve you right if we put you
on the conmnit tee!

-NI. SAM-NPSON: I would like to be ap]-
pointed to it. I would certainly do amy best
to achieve the objects of the motion, We
might then produce manhood of the samie
robust proportions as the member for Calli-
nling; we need such iven in our country (is-
tricts. I have much pleasure in supporting
the motion, the results of which I am sure
will be advantageous to all concerned.

Onl motion by Mr. ,North, debate ad-
journed.



[16 SEPTEMBER, 1942.] 603

MOTION-LICENSING ACT.
Liquor I'radiriv Hours.

Debate resumed from the 2nd September
on the following motion by Mrs. Cordell-
Oliver:-

That in the opinion of this House the Gov-
erment should take immediate action to pro-
hibit the sale of alcoholic drinks-spirits, beer
and wine-on licensed premises between the
hours of 10 a.m. and 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. and
4.80 p.m.

MR. THORN (Toodyny) [3.55]1: 1 move
an amendment-

That in line 3 after the word ''alcoholic''
the words ''drinks-spirits, beer and wines-
on licensed premises between the hours of 10
am, and It anm. and 2 p.m. and 4.30 p.m." Le
struck out, and the words ''(a) liquor on
licensed premises within 25 miles of the General
Post Office except during the hours between 11
a.m. and 7 p.m.; (b) liquor in bottles or
other containers being sold on or taken away
from any licensed premises after 5 p.m., a13d
further that the penalty for sly-grog selling
shall be imprisonment without the option of a
fine'' inserted in lieu.
This matter is anl extremely important one.
We have instructions and advice upon it
from our Prime Minister, and my Party
feels that the motion should he considered
in a commonsense manner. It proposes to
take away another three hours' tralding
from the liquor trade. Already four liours,
trading has beeni taken, away from it.

Mfr. Cross: And the licensees were not
gven any compensation.

'Mr. THORN: Exactly! That is what I
am leading up to. Their licenses were
granted under conditions of trading from
9 am. to 9 pm. It was on that basis they
paid for their leases. If the member for
Subiaco thinks it is giving, licensees a fair
deal to take away an additional three hours
of trading, I do not. After all, these people
are entitled to the same fair consideration
that Parliament extends to other sections of
the trading community. My reasons for
nmovig an alteration in the hours are these:
It is not so important that hotels should be
trading in the early hours of the morning.

The Minister for Mines: It depends oti
how much a man had the night before!

Mr. THORN: I do not think we should
consider that aspect. We should consider
the moderate drinker, the person worthy of
a drink, a working person entitled to re-
freshmnent.

The Minister for Works: Are you speaking
of the man who needs a drink after the nigh't
before?

Mr. THORN: I am not concerned with
him. A point I would] like to bring under
the notice of members is that daylight sav-
ing will be introduced on the 27th September.
The effect of this wilt be that, under 6
o'clock closing, the hotels will in actual fact
close at 5 o'clock. In summier-time, when
people are knocking off and it is most de-
sirable that they should have refreshment,
the hotels will be closed in the light of
day. We thoughlt that if we could have
thle hours of trading extended to 7 p.m.-
or longer, so far as I am concerned-we
would be doing something to meet the re-
qirenments of the public. As a matter of
fact, the actual closing tinie would still be
6 .mn. I hope this suggestion will be
adopted. It is fair and reasonable, par-
ticularly when one reflects that, under day-
lighit saving conditions, it will still be
broad daylight at 8 o'clock in the evening
in sunier-time. There ought to be two
sets of hours, one for winter and one for
summer. What does the trade exist for?
It exists to meet the requirements of the
public in the matter of liquid refreshments
which are more necessary in the summer
than, in the winter. Our first suggestion is
that the hours he altered to extend from 11
a.m. to 7 P.M.

[Mir. lWithiers took the Chair.]

Mr. Mclarty: All other businesses are
open till 6 P.11.

M1r. THORN: Exactly! Under present
condition.,, at 6 o'clock on a sweltering day
in sunirner, the hotels will 1)e closed.

_Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: What about the
austerity campaign?

3fr. THORN: This sort of thing- is not
going to help the austerity campaign. That
consideration does not influence me in the
sligchtest degree. It is the sort of eye-wash
that is submitted in connection with ques-
tions of this sort! The House has to view
the question sanely, and accept the corn-
uronsense outlook. Why are we so worried
about this miatter? We have laws controll-
ing the trade andl, if they are applied,
there is not very much to worry about. My
opinion is that the black-out conditions
put a very bad light on the liquor trade. I
am quite sure that if our city were lit lip
as usual du-ing the night, not a bit of no-
Iice would he taken of what is happening.
Because everything is boarded up and lights
aire blacked-out, it is regarded as at shocking
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thing to see a soldier or a sailor standing
ii, a doorway drinking out of a bottle.
Present conditions make the situation
look bad in the eyes of the public-worse,
as a matter of fact, than it really is. Lon-
don may be said to be the .seat of this war,
and in that city there are millions, of -sol-
diers; yet the hours of trading there are
fromn 10 a.m. to 10 p m-

Mrs. Cardel I-Oliver: I challenge that! It
is not true!

Mr. THORN: The hours of trading are
from 10 a.m. to 10 pan., and they are stag-
gered between 3 p.m. and 5 pm.

Mrs-. Cardell-Oliver: And so are the
people!

Mr. THOR-N: So is the member for
Subiaco, as a result of this latest infor-
mation! The hours are staggered between
3 pi-m. and( 5 P.M.

Mr. J. Hegney: Is that the proper' hour
to be staggered?

Mr. THORN: The hotels are open onl the
Sabbath.

'Mrs. Cardoll- Oliver: That also is not true.
Mr. THORN: It is true.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mrs. Cardell:-Oliver: I will send a cable

and find out.
Mr. THORN: So long as the hon. mem-

ber lpaYK for it, that will suit tue. I was
in London during the last war.

Mrs. Cardell-Oli'-cr: I have been there
tenl timaes since.

Mr. THORN: I ani talking about the
war-

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: I aml talking aboub
conditions now.

31"r. Marshall: You have no right to be
talking at all!

Mr. THORN: When I was in London
during the last war, hotels were open be-
fore nloon oil Sundays, and also in the even-
ing, and refreshments could he procured
normally and legally.

'Mrs. Cordel-Oliver: They are not open
onl Sundays now.

Mr. THORN: This is my argument. The
hon. member will have the right to r-eply.

The DEFPLUTY SPEAKER: The hon.
membher need not take any notice of inter-
,jections.

'Mr. THORN: Tile Old Country has had
a wide expJerielice of war conditions-. It has
made these jprovisions, although there are
million-, of troops in England.

Mr. M1arshall: They are concentrated in
a very small areca.

Mr. THORN: Yes, If the Olrl Country-
find-; these hours of trading suitable why
must we keep on mnessing around with our
h ours, anad vonti niially rutting them down?
I have pointed out that we have already re-
uiucd tie houras of trading by fouir and nowi
there is an attemplt to take away another
three hoturs.. That will deprive the trade
(if seven out of 12 hours. It is not reason-
able. I hope thev Honse will not agree to
it. I have done ais mutch hard thinking- onl
this subject as has the miember for Subiaco,
aid I know flhe seriousness of over-indul-
gence. I know that a war can be lost in
that way.

Mr. M1ar.shall: Von knowv the effects of it!l
Mr. TH4ORN: Yes. That does not prevent

my exercising comanon-sense. I am still open
to he convinced that I am wrong. Another
point to which I wish to draw attention is
that when workers in our offices and stores
finish work they have to obtain their drinks
in the city. They have not time to tmavel to
their own suburbsq and have a drink there.
Quite a number of our publicans in the
suburban districts have paid high in-goings
ond are sufferingll as a result of these re-
strictions.

Mr. Cross: Sonic are nearly "brokie."
Mr. THORN: Exactly! They are suffer-

ing undue hardships. If we extend the hours
of trading to 7 p.m., people will have time
to get to their own suburbs,, and will not
have to remin in tie city for a drink.

Mr. J1. Hegney: Tile National Security
Act will not allow us to extend the hours
beyond 6 o'clock.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: -Mr. Cuartia has said
that.

Mr, THtORN: I iaulstand that, but I an
piniiting out that daylight saving will soonl
be instituted ind] this matter could be sub-
tnitted for further consideration. A re-
qnest could be presented from this House
that ouia hots should he allowed to trade
until 7 p~Ii. Eveni thena we would not he
ancreasinig the lionas. Trlat is My idea iaL
siiggesting that the hours be from 11 a.m.
to 7 p.m.

Mars. Cardel l-0 Niver:. What about lma alga
lizards ?

Mr. THIORN: Is it not only reasonable
that the vity should be cleared of all those
people who tire quite willing to travel to
their own suaburb,; for a drink-! They can
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get elear of the city and have their drink
in their own suburb. 'flit is my idea ini
again asking that the honrs, of trading be
extended to 7 p.m.

The 'Minister for Mines: It makes for de-
centralisation.

3rk THORN: I have also had brought
under my notice the fact that the present
trading conditions-as, I have tried to illus-
trate-are unsatisfactory to the workers.
We have in this State men working in foun-
dries. They perform heavy, laborious work.
I will bring to the notice of the House, to-
dlay one establishment which knocks off at
quarter to tire! It knocks off between 4.45
and 5 p.m., and the men go to the hotel to
have their drink. We do not want that sort
of thing to happen. Is it not better that
we should make proper provision for these
men? They cannot be denied their refresh-
meat.

Mr. M1arshall:- Did you say between 4.4.5
and 5 p.m.?

Mr. THORN: Yes. From 4.45 to 5
o'clock. They are working all shifts on war
work and that is the arrangement made so
that they can get their drink, and they are
entitled to it. That is my point, and we
must be sensible over this question. We
must took to next summery.

Mrs. Cardell- Oliver: Oh, the 'Nazi-s wvill
have us by then.

Mr. THORN\T: 'No, I do not think they
ever will; certainly not if we get our way.
All through next summner we will have
sweltering weather and these people will be
denied their drink. I again appeal to Ihis
Chamber to adopt this amendment for the
reasons I have exlpressed. Let ns introduce
some coinmonseuse into this question and
not be stampeded by one section of the peo-
ple. I ami just as good a liver us anybody,
but the temperance people and the prohibi-
tionists are not going to stampede ine into
taking extreme Aiction. I am prepared at
any thme to consider their views and giva
them every possible consideration, hut I ain
going to consider the other side of the ques-
tion just as earnestly, and also the people
employed in this tradie, just as I ani pre-
pared to consider any other section of the
community. If the tihing is wrong why do
not we pass a law to prohibit the whole
business and completely wipe it out? As
long as these people are engaged legally
under the laws of this country they arc en-

titled to consideration just as is any other
section of the community.

On motion by the 'Minister for Works,
debate adjourned.

MOTION-BETTING.

As to Closing S.P. V9'resnrkes.

Debate resumed fromn the 2nd S,,eptember?
on the following motion byv Mrs. Cardell-
Oliver-

That in the opinion of this House the Gov-
ernment should take immnediate action to close
all starting-price betting shops and other
dwellings, shops, or places where starting-price
betting is conducted.

MR. MARSHALL (March ison) [4.15):
This, like the previous subject, has been
very fully discussed in this Chamber from
time to time. The previous movers of sini-
ilar motions have always advanced] substan-
tial arguments in support of their conten-
tions. I have never known a motion so
important or the subject of such great con-
troversy to be less supported by argument
than was this one when it was moved. As
a matter of fact, if "Hansard" is referred
to, it will be seen that scarcely any refer-
ence was made to evidence in support of it.
A. general statement was simply made that
it had beent discussed previously in the
Chamber and everyone knew what it was,
and the motion was lodged in that form.
Not a scintilla of argument was advanced.
Evidently the mover has become bankrupt
of ideas or argumients.

I have conic to the conclusion that some
people will never profit hy their own ex-
perience and never learn fromn observation,
nor will they profit from the experience of
others. They have a, static form of mental-
ity which is immovable and immobile. We
have such individualIs, I regret to say, as
inembbrs of Parliament.

(The Speelcer resumed the Chair.J

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Keep it up!
31r. MARSHALL: They seem to suf-

fer-
MLr Hughes: We are Suffering!I
M1r. MARSHALL: -from the idea that

they are right, and no matter what argu-
ment is advanced in contradistinction of the
opinions they hold, they remain stationary.
My opinion on this subject is pretty well
known to members. There was a time'when
I wvent to a lot of trouble to elicit all the
information I could in regard to it. I tin-
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veiled to the Eastern States and collated
all the evidence I found there and made ob-
servations upon the subject, and as one who
has never made a bet in his life-about the
only virtue I possess, if it can be said to
be a virtue-

The Minister for Mines: You should not
parade it.

Mr. MARSHALL: The vice squad is
about; I had better advertise myself. I do
not know what accounts for it.

Hon. W. D. Johnson:- You are too mean.
Mr. MARSHALL: I have never had any

inclination to wager on horse-racing.
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: What about a bet

now ?
Mr. MARSHALL: Or on any other form

of gambling'
Mr1. McDonald: Political life is a gamble.

M1r. MARSHALL: So is life in itself. The
hon. member stumbled on to this planet due
to no act of his own, and has stumibled along,
f rom year to year, and good fortune has
smiled on him, again due to no act of his
own but merely because he had good guid-
ance and was benevolently eared for by a
good mother, and evidently steered safely
from vice and he has become quite a para-
gon in his old age. He could have been
tempted like many of us and fallen, but
he has not. I do not think the hon. member
bets either.

Mr. McDonald: -No.
Mr. MARSHALL: He is a model of up-

righteous manhood. T have nothing but ad-
miration for him.

Mr. Fox: You are making him blush.

Mr. MARSHALL: if I could emibarass
any member on the cross-benches, I would
do so. T do not suggest that betting is an
evil except where there is over-indulgence
to the extent that the individual @an ill
afford. Indulged in in moderation, I see no
evil in it. The evil consists in over-indul-
gence, spending beyond one's capacity. But
this statement applies to all forms of so-
called evil. There can be no ill, vice or
wrong in alcoholic liquor if it is taken in
moderation. Onl y when there is over-
indulgence does it become an evil. Because
a very small percenitage of people over-
indulges in betting, should we, in order to
protect three, four or five per cent. of the
p)opulation-

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Mar I make an ex-
pla nation!~

Mr. SPEAKER: Not an explanation, hut
the hon. member may rise to a point of
order.

Ams. CardeRt-Oliver: On a point of order,
the hon. mnember's argument does not ap-
pear to have anything to do with the motion,
which states that in the opinion of the
House the Government should take imme-
diate action to close all starting-price bet-
ting shops and premises where starting-
price betting is conducted, because those
places are illegal. The hon. member is try-
ing to make out that it is legal to indulge
in starting-price betting. The motion says
it is illegal, and that is all I wish to demion-
stratie.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Mar-
chison is quite in order in putting, up his
side of the case.

Mrs. Cardell-Olii-cr: That it is legal?
Air. SPEAKER: The member for Murchi-

son may proceed.
M1r. MARSHALL: I refuse to be stain.

peded. Evidence regarding betting shows
clearly that about 8O per cent. of the peo-
pie of Western Australia make wagers on
racehorses.

Hon. W. D. Johnson;, The great majority
of them are workers.

'Mr. MARSHALL: That may he so.
Hon. 'W_ D. Johnson: It must be so.
Mr. MARSHALL: If to wager on horse-

racing is an evil, those who provide the
horses to create the evil are guilty of greater
wrong-doing. Those are the men we ought
to get ut-the men who provide the where-
withal to keep the evil in existence. I do
not think the hon. member who interjected
is free from that accusation.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Of breeding race-
horses ?

Mr. Withers: There cannot be hiorse-racing
without betting.

Mr. 'MARSHALL: Of course not!
Wherever there is horse-racingl there is bet-
t ing,.

Mr. Withers: Has it been so fronm the in-
captionI

Mr. MARSHALL: It has been so as far
back as the time of the bon. member's -reat-
grandfather.

Mr. Wither,,, Ili those dlay," it was the
sport of Kings.

Mr. MfARSh1ALL: Yet we are asked to
insist on enforeing the law and penalising
a majority of the people because a small
minority over-indulges.
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Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: -'Enforcing the law"
is the term.

Mr. MfARSHALL: I think the hon. mema-
ber moved the motion because of what she
read in "The West Australian" a few days
before. When silo moved it, she seemed
qu-ite unprepared, and no augument was
advanced in support of it. The motion im-
plices that the hon. member has no objection
to betting. All she objects to are the places
where the betting is carried on. Presum-
ably one might go to a racecourse and in-
du lge in this evil to any extent.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: As long as Parlia-
mient allows it.

Mr. MVARSHALL: The lion. nibler takes
no exception to that. She does not object
to anmy one entering Tattersall's Club) and
betting as much as he likes.

Mm., Cardell-Oliver: Blow can you say I
do not object?

Mr. M1ARSHALL: Rnecourses are not
mentioned in the mnotion; only S.P. pre-
mises are mentioned. In other premises
used for betting, bookmakers lay the odds.
Those lprellises, presumably, are to be al-
lowed to remain open. The motion alludes
to Si'. bietting premises only; premises in
wshich the odds are laid, that may he carried
On.

Mr. 2felmarty: That is not thle intention.
Mr. MARSRlAlL: I do not know what

thle intention is, but T can understand the
substance of the motion.

Mr-. Fox: Tt is of no use telling a court
wshat the intention might lie.

Mr. MARSHALL: Thle member for
Subiaco seelu's to have a lot of sympathy
for thle worker, and it is remarkable that
the worker has not so much sympathy for
himself because, if hie had, there would be
no S.F. shop in existence.

Hon. W~. D). Johnson: Lead mie not into
temptation!

,Mr. MARISHALL: The strong, cour-
ageous itian on my right has never fallen
and so canl tell othecrs how to avoid falling.
In recent years it has; becomec anl obsession
with some people to endeavour to plan the
lives of others.

Hon. W. D). JTohnson: And partly to de-
grade themn.

'Mr. 'MAURSRALL: It is a plan for the
other fellow, not for one's self.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Especially in the
matter of social credit./

Mr. 'MARSHALL: If the people did not
demand the presence of S.P. shops, they

would not be in existence. Those who con-
duct betting shops, do not force their busi-
ne.-s onl clients. The premises would not
exist if there was not a demand for tnemi.
It is the demand that has resulted in their
presence. That fact indicates to mie that
the majority of onr people do not agree
with this motion. If the figures 1 hav-e
secured from other States conveyed to mue
that less than 50 per cent. of the people of
those States, indulged in this form of bet-
ting, I wvould feet inclined to s;uggest that
the majority should have their way. But
the majority do indulge in betting The
majority create the bookmakers and the
Sit. shops. If a Jaw encounters the dis-
regard or dis9approval of the majority of
the people, it should go out, as; lhapened
iii olden timies. W~hat I believe to lie
needed is suggested in evidence given be-
fore the South Australian Royal Commiis-
sion by the Anglican Bishop of South Aus-
tralia, "'You can shut up the betting shops,
but by that you do not stop betting.'' The
effect of closing the shops is to drive their
f requenters into billiard saloons and
hotels and various unseemly' environments,
where they bet just the same. MNore evil is
created once lietting- is removed from pub-
lic observation, than exists whben the public
can see what is going on. The report of
the South Australian Royal Commission
it-as a rev elation, although the anti-betting
laws were stringent cnough.

Mfrs. Cardell-Oliver: Yet South Australia
is the one State that has done away with
S.P. betting now.

Mr. MARSHALL: Prior to the Royal
lomm'lissionis reconvmendations being sub-

mitted, every effort had been made by the
South Australian Parliament and police to
stamp out S.P. betting. But the stricter
the law, the more unseemly the features
associated with such betting, which was
driven underground. In fact, frightfully
unseemly features existed in connection
wvith shop betting at that time in South
Nustralia. For instance, it was known
to the police that just on 600 pimps
were employed against them by the
bookmakers. When I asked Commissioner
Leane how many pimps he engaged to
catch the shop bookmakers, he replied,
"That is not for public information." There
must have been regiments of men pimping
on either side. Finally the South Austra-
lian Commissioner of Police selected 25 of
the best and most reliable men in the force
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and told them that he wanted them to take
charge and do their very best, seize every
opportunity, stopping at nothing, to stamp
out this betting. In 12 months the Corn.
nuissioner discovered that he had to pick out
another 25 men to watch the 25 he had first
picked out. There is the South Australian
picture! I agree with the Anglican Bishop
of South Australia in his statement, "You
can close lip the shops if you like, and do
anything else you like, but you will never
eradicate the betting evil tuntil. you create
the correct moral mind." That is right. As
I have argued in this Chamber, our school
curriculum should be altered, certain periods
of each day being set aside to educate the
voun.- reg-arding the evils of both drinking
and gambling. The young should not be
left unaware of the traps that await tbem.
Bint to say that by law we can Make people
good-all the evidenee being to the con-
trary-is to advocate something that is hope-
less, something that positively cannot bc
,donle,

One hears much about the police here be-
ing corrupt. The South Australian Corn-
nussioner declared that his police were cor-
rupt until the betting shops were legalised.
Hea told me that if that legalisation was ever
repealed, he would resign his position as lie
never could go through the same thing again,
IL state of affairs when a member of the
police force could not walk down the street
in a new gnit without bring accused of hay-
ing obtained the price of his clothes front
the bookmakers. You, M1r. Speaker, are
familiar with the gold fiells of this State
aid with ninny other portions of it; and
I believe you will agree that though lbet-
ting shops ean be closed up, that will never
stop betting., Other mteans must be adopted.
I do take strong exception, however, to the
lpreferential treatment accorded to race-
courses owned by John Wren, and P. A.
Connolly. All common gaming-houses
should be included in anti-betting laws. If
action -is to be taken against S.P. betting
s;hops, as they are termed in this motion,
let us take action generally. I move anl
amendment-

That the followring words be added:-
"including Tattersall's Club, and all race-
courses, proprietary and otherwise."

I f that amendmnent is nirried, the motion
will accord prreference to no-one; no-one
-will. be specially catered for, but our law
will apply in the same way as thme South

Australian law did apply. I repeat, I enter-
tain the strongest objection to any person,
no matter who, having -the right to control
a gambling house in, say, this street and an-
other person being prevented from doing so
in the nest street. As the result of per-
sonal observation and personal experiences
gathered by me, I think it would be better
to do with this so-called betting-shop indus-
try, if it can be so ternied, as we have done
witht the liquor industry-take control of it
and wipe out the evils associated with it
when uncontrolled, clean it up rather than
drive it underground and introduce worse
evils into it.

Amendment put and passed.
On motion by the Minister for the North-

West, debate adjourned.

BILL-CRIMINAL CODE ACT
AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

MR. HUGHES (East Perth) t4.40] in
moving the second reading said: This harm-
less little Bill has been the subject of pre-
introduction discussion. Its purpose is to
remove from the Criminal Code the section
making it an offence to indulge in gaming.
We in this State have drifted into a ba.
position so far as gaming is concerned. The
administration of the law relating to gam-
ing is surrounded with cant, hypocrisy and
corruption. Notwithstanding that we have
the most stringent laws against people con-
ducting gaming-houses, we fimnd that those
laws are not enforced, except periodically.

I submit that if there is anything worse
than bad laws, it is good laws administered
unfairly and with discrimination. If we are
to have respect for the law, then the law
should apply equally to every citizen. Par-
liament should not, therefore, be at party to
the enforcement of the law against one per-
son while allowing another person to carry
on a. business which is contrary to the law.
The member for Murchison said this after-
noon he had been informed by the Coin-
missioner of Police in South Australia that
the Commissioner had picked out 25 of his
most honest men.

The -Minister for IMines: lie said the best
men.

Mr. HUGHES: T might have misuinder-
stood the member for "Murchison, but I think
I interpreted him correctly. By the best
men, he meant the men possessed of the
highest standard of integrity.
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Ron, W. D. Johnson: Beyond bias!
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!1
Mr. HUGHES: The Commissioner put

them into the betting squad, and in 12
months he had to get another 25 men to
watch the 25 best men. How the 25 second-
best dealt with the 25 first best, I do not
know.

Mr. Withers: Fifty-fifty, perhaps!
Mr. HUGHES: Perhaps! We have that

position existing in this State in an ex-
ceedingly marked degree. Frequently we
hear that the administration of our betting
and liquor laws has hopelessly corrupted
the police force. It has gone further-it has
corrupted Cabinet M1inisters.

The sections of the Code to which I shall
refer are Section 209, dealing with gaming-
houses; Section 211, dealing with betting-
houses; Section 212, dealing with lotteries;
and Section 213, dealing with the four pre-
ceiling sections. Section 210 provides that
any person who ke'eps a common gaming
house is guilty of a indemeanour and is
liable to imprisonment with hard labour for
three years. Nobody is ever prosecuted un-
der that section; it is as dead as the dodo.
This is the position as I view it: Numbers
of houses throughout the State are kept for
that purpose. Some arc owned by most re-
putable and respectable citizens; when I
say "owned" I mean that these citizens own
the freehold. They obtain for these houses
rents four or five times their economic value;
nor do they turn a hair when they accept
the rent. Those people are, of course, too
respectable to run the places themselves.
They would not undertake such an undigni-
fled calling, so they let the premises to
someone else, who, in turn, is too honest to
engage in the trade and consequently lets
the premises to people who will.

A Royal Commission, cousisting of mem-
bers of this House, inquired into this mt-
ter, among many others. The people who
owned and conducted such premises put it
over the members of the Commission whole-
sale. The five members of this House who
were members of the Commiission-including
two lawyers, one a King's Counsel-tried to
ascertain what rents were charged for the
premises. The proprietors camne along with
their rent books disclosing that they were
paying 30s. per week as the economic rent
of the premises. Thus they were able to
show the members of the Royal Commission
that the idea which they had had put into
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their heads-that some people were drawing
high rents from these premises-was all
wrong. I had this experience about 18
months later: One of the witnesses who
swore before the C ommission that she col-
lected 30s. per wek from the proprietor
of a certain house by way of rent told me,
under cross-examination in the Police Court,
that the rent was £C4 a week, and she pro-
duced documentary evidence proving that
site had committed perjury before the Royal
Commission. There was a written agree-
ment to pay £4 a week rent. 1 am glad to
say the rent owing was not recovered, as we
pleaded flu illegal contract.

Nobody conducting those houses need pay
rent for them, because the law will not per-
mit the enforcement of an illegal contract.
As soon as we were able to prove the owner
was aware that the premises were used for
an illegal purpose, of course she could not
recover the rent. Therefore, all the women
in that locality knew they need not pay rent
for their premises. But they had to cope
with another phase. They got the tip that
if they did not pay the rent, the police
would put them out into the street. They
knew that if the court would not force them
to pay the rent, the police would make them
pay it, because a police officer actually
advised one to do so. He said that it did
not matter about the arrears, as they had
gone by the board. He added, "Be a sen-
sible girl and pay your L4 a week from now
on.,,

Mr. Shearn: Who advised that?
Mr. HUGHES: A police officer. I have

a good deal of symupathy with those unfor-
tunate women, because they are in this posi-
tion: They are carrying on an illegal busi-
ness, and at any time a police officer can
go along and charge them with commuitting
an offence, aind they have no defence. I
have myself seen that happen. It is a mean
thing for the police to do and I have told
thenm so in court. Suppose one of those
bucks, about whom we have heard earlier
in the afternoon, goes to one of these places
and flashes about a roll of notes, and then
goes away and gets drnnk! In the morning
he wakes tip somewhere, minus his notes.
He says to the police, "I was at a certain
house during last night." So the police go
there and say to the girl, "You were with
so-and-so last night, and you got his roll."
She replies that she did not, so the police
say, "We tire going to arrest you and charge
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you with being anl idle and disorderly per-
son, and hold you." The police arrest the
girl on what they call a holding charge.
They could have gone there the day before
or at any time and arrested the girl on such
a charge. In this instance they hold the
girl because some drunk asserts she has
taken his bank-roll, sonic drunk who deserved
to have it taken from him for being such
a mug as to go to such a place flashing-
notes about!

The woman is held and, if after investi-
gation the police find they cannot sustain
the charge, they say, 'Very well. We will
go onl with the idle said disorderly chairge."
And that justifies the arrest. They proceed
with the charge anti she is finled £10 or sent
to p)rison for a couple of months. I would
not have any quarrel with the police if
they said tomorrow to each woman there,
"No more cover- and protection! You are
breaking the law, and if we catch you we
-are going to charge you. You canl stop or
take the risk." But they know the girls
arc there, go (down p)eriodically to see them,
mid yet when something like this happens
they use the vagrancy section and arrest one
of the women. I do not know whether I am
taking anl extreme view, lbut to Inc it seenis
to be a very mean thing to do. If one of
these girls is charged with, having stolcen
somleone' mney and the case canl be proved.
wvell and good. Let the police at-rest her
and charge her with stealing. Butl I do
not think the police should have this dra-
net charge up their sleeves. They should
not be able to say, "If we cannot glet hier
for stealing, we will get her onl the vagrancyv

These people very seldom own the places.
and I have never seen anybody charged
tinder this section. Section 213 states--

Any person who appears, ats or' lbehavcs as
master or mistress, or as the person having thie
care or management of any such house, room,
set of roonis, or place as is mentioned in the
four last preceding sections, is to be taken
to be the keeper thereof, w-hetlher lie is or is
not the real keeper.

The very section itself postulates that the
real person shall not he prosecuted. It is
very unfair if we are going to stand by and
allow people to draw £4 a week fromt these
premises, which are only' worth 25s. or 30s.
a week. It is just as wi-ong morally to let
a house, knowing that it is let for such
purposes, as to keep one for such purposes.

People say, "It is good money. It is legal
tendei. If it is paid to us it is not for uts
to question where it comes from." I believe
that some of the churches are not averse to
taking donations of money from tainted
sources. We should, however, say whether
we are going to allow these things to go on;
and whatever we decide should be applied
uniformly to everybody. We should not
allow dozens of people to run these places
and periodically haove one brought upl and
prosecuted. That is the feature to which I1
object. Whether we should allow this pra--
tice is a very big question, and one on which
t here is scope for- wide diferences of
opinion. The fact remains that it is allowed.
At present this Parliament does allow this
section to be violated, but on periodical
occasions there are prosecutions.

Section 210 deals with gaming house.,.
We know that Tattersall's Club is a gaming-
house, the same as is the S.P. shop. There
is no question ahout that. Tattersall's Club
has no privileges under the law. The West-
Pre1 Australiani Turf Club conducts a
common gamning-houise. The gentlemen who
have been referred to as running the pro-
jprictnry, racecoulrses also conduct common
ganing-houses. The only right that the Turf
Club and the race chub has is to ruii a total-
isator, and that is spectilly provided for in
one of the sections. The Western Austra-
lian Turf Club has the right to run an in-
sti-nment known as the totalisator, and that
is all it canl do without breaking the lawv.
The W.A. Tr-otting Assoiation-not under
thii Act, but I think under another-has the
.same right. Ther-e is nothing to stop a
police officer- fr-onm going on to the r-ace-
course and arresting- everybody there, eharg-
ing the proprietors with keeping a conmuon
gainling-house, the bookmatkers with assist-
ing to keel) a common gaming-house, and
the public with being found in a common
guaing-house. But I think there have beeni
only tw-o prosecutioiis in this State, and the
magistracy practically refused to enforce
the law. A private citizen launched a pro-
saeation against a person for running a conm-
mon gaining-house in those circumstances,
.and the same magistrate who fined offenders
day after day f75, onl these occasions fined
thle guilty party £1, thus practically refusing-
to enforce the law.

Mfr. McDonald: It was a test case.
Mr-. HUGHES: What was there to test?~

In 1911 the ease bad been tested, and the



£'16 SEPTEMBER, 1942,]61

proprietor was finled 2s. onl the first offence.
He was brought upi again in a fortnight's
timie and fined Is. for the second offence.
He wavs not prosecuted again because the
magistrate refused to enforce the law. I
cannot undersitand a magistrate one day fin-
ing, a man £75 for a breach of this lawr, and
the next dlay fining another man £1 for tho
s ame breach. In other words the magistrate
said, " So far as that section of the comn-
inunity is concerned, I will not enforce the
law, and it is no use your prosecuting be-
cause I will impose only a nominal fine of
-li." H-ave nmenmbers ever beard of the police
going out and arresting people on a race-
course, and prosecuting thet? The reverse
is the position! The Police Department pro-
vides the proprietor.- of racecourses with
police officers so that their law-hreaking will
he conducted in anl orderly manner. When
we go to the race on busy days-Cup days
when the crowds are big-we find the poli ce
directing the traffic for the law-breaker and
also inside the coarse in case anyone becomes
disorderly.

The position in this State is that inl the
case of some law-breakers the police co-
oiperate Wvith themn and assist them to con-
duct their business in an orderly way, but
in other cases they enter their premises and
prosecute. I agree'- that the question of
whether we should bet is a cery big one, but
I am not concerned with it in this Bill.
What I suggecst is that, whatever we decide,
every citizen should lie onl the samec basis.
I -agree with the member for Murchison onl
the question of gamning and gambling.
Wherever we turn we find that we are in-
dulging in gambling. The greatest scandal
of all) I think, is life insurance. The insnr-
ance companies et nunibers of people aind
mnake a wager with each person in this juan-
netr: "We wilt bet You so much that you
will not live to be 70 years of age. If youl
die before attaining 70 years, wre will pay
yon so munch; if you live to be 70 we wilt pay
yoi so mnuch." There will he a day when
e'very insutrance company in the world will
default.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: And every Govern-
mneat!

Mr. HUGHES: I am not dealing with
Governments. They do not gamble with the
people. There is no gambling in the Taxa-
tion Department-

Mr. Withers: You have not an even money
chance!

Mr. HUG-HES: No. The insurance coni-
panics work onl this lbasis, They contract to
insure the lives of' people and work on tho
law of averages. That is exactly what the
bookmaker does if he is a good book-
maker. I do not know on what lairs the
punter works. More often than not he puts
a pin inl a card.

Mr. Fox: He uses a fork somtetimles.
Mr. HUGHES: Yes, and with soni cex-

perience I say it is just as good as listening
to frtcasinformation. I somectimes won
der how directors of insurance compamesi
ever sleel), because they have taken the
people's money, not in hundreds of pounds,
but in millions, and they know when they
insure people that if onl any dlay every otie
of their insureds died they would not be
able to pay. They" know that if 50 tier Cent.
died onl one day they would not be able to
pay.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Nor would the banks!

Mr. HUGHES: That only goes to show
that the banks are doing a bit of gambling
as well as the insurance companies. I am
not going to be drawn away from the aspeet
of the insurance companlies; until I have
given the House a few figures,, with your
permission, 3Jr. Speaker. I am ahout to
quote from the 1940 Official Year Book of
the Commonwealth of Australia. It is No. 33
and is nearly two years old, but is suitable
for the purposes of my argrument as the
basic principles, are not altered. At page
8.93 au table sets out the ordinary, life insur-
ance fromt 1935 to 1939. At the end of the
year 1939 the ordinary- life insurance in
force in Australia amounted to 1,243,287
policies and the amount insured was
£47,290,892-in round figures £C427,000,000.
in the field of industrial life insurance the
figures for the samie year were 2,491,742
policies in force and the total amount
covered £C111,861,680. Adding these two
together the total amount insured under the
two heads, inl round figures, was £538,000,000.
Shortly, the position -was that the insurance
companies had contracted to pay collc-
tivelv to these insureds £538,000,000. Of
course if each one of the persons assured
had died at thle same time, and if the events
upon which the industrial insurance becamec
payable had happened, the insurance com-
panies would have been obliged to pay that
amount. But they did not have £538,000,000;
neither did they have assets worth that sumn.

611



612 [ASSEM1BLY.]

On page 836 of the same volume we find
that the assets of the ordinary and life in-
surance companies combined amounted to
£231,000,000. So that although they bad
legally contracted to pay £538,000,000 they
only had £231,000,001) with which to pay it.
T' le best then that could be hoped for would
be that they would pay 10s. in the £. But
of course we know that they could not pos-
sibly pay INs. in the ,C in such a crisis be-
cause of their £231,000,000 worth of assets
£115,000,000 is represented by Government
and municipal securities. If these com-
panics were called upon to find, say,
£50,000,000 they would immediately have to
try to sell those securities, and the very fact
of their going to the market to sell would
immediately depreciate the values of them.
They have £59,000,000 onl mortgage of real
estate and that would have to be turned into
money. This could not be done readily, be-
cause the mortgagors could not pay up and
would not bie legally ent itled to pay onl the
spur of the moment. It is safe to say that
if 20 per cent, of the insured persons died
onl the same dlay, the insurance companies
would default, because they would he un-
able to find the money with which to meet
their commitments. Surely that is gambling,
not only for money, but also with the happi-
ies9s and lives of people.

Mr. 'Marshall: Gambling- with other
pcole& nmonev.

Mr. HUGHES: That is the best sort of
gamble. It is gamibling of a very risky type.
The insurance companies reason, "Onl the
law of averages we are getting so much from
current premiums and paying out so much
in claims each year, so we canl continue
until the dlay of judgment.'' Onl judgment
day every in"surance company in the world
will be in default. I suppose they rely onl
the fact that the policy-holders onl that day'
will not be elamouring- for their money.

Thus I eould proceed through industry' and
other avenues to show that gambling and the
taking of ehancees play a very important
part in the lives of all of us. The develop-
ment of gambling on horse-racing has been
frowned upon by the Legislatures, not only
in this State, but also elsewhere. We have
provided that any person who gathers a
number of people in premises for the pur-
pose of gambling oin horse-racing,' cards or
other games shall be guilty of anl offenice.

Mr. J. Heguey: Fan-tan and two-up!

Mr. HUGHES: Yes, and there is a very
harmless game played by Chinamien, the
name of which I cannot recall. These China-
men are in a strange country. They canl-
not speak our language. If they go to pic-
tures, all they can do is to look at the stars;
they cannot understand what is being said.
Their means of recreation are very limited.
Strangely enough, although we despise them
-wrongfully in my opinion-they are a
hard-working section of the community. I
doubt whether there are any rogues and
vagabonds amongst them; they work at
least as hard] as members of this Chain-
her. They work in a very useful indus-
try. Most of them are engaged in mar-
ket-gardening. They rise at 4 am., and cart
their p~roduce to the markets so that we may'
have fresh vegetables. Though they engage
in a harmless game of gambling, they do not
want whites there, but a few undesirable
whites force their presence on them. Periodi-
cally, down swoop detectives and police offi-
cers and arrest 20 or 30 of these China-
men and bring them before the police court,
where they are fined £2 or £3S as the case may
1)0. On the same dlay the police call at a
betting-shop, but they doa not bring in all
the people they find there; they bring in
only one or two mwn. Why this discrimina-
tion I Why do they go to the Chinamen and
say, "Thirty of you are playing sonmc game
that is against the law, and we are going to
prosecute all of you."

Hon. AV. D. Johnson: That is done for
revenue purposes.

Mr. HUGHES: I do not think that is so.
Hon. W. IA Johnson: The Government

gets the proceeds of all the fines.
Mr. HUGHES: If revenue was the main

consideration, why should not they arrest
the 30 or 40 people found in an S.F. bet-
ting shop? In the Chinese ganibling den,
the police arrest the keeper and all the other
people found there. In the S.P. bettingr
shop, they arrest someone wvho is believed
to be the keeper, but nobody else is pro-
scented for being in a common gaming-
house. Therefore I (In not think it is a ques-
tion of revenue. I believe there is another
reason wvhy our own people are not pro-
scented as am-e the Cbinamen, and the rea-
son is that our own people have votes anil
thle Chinamen have nmot. Further, the Chinia-
men have not the influence that the S.P. bet-
ting association has-an association that
could distribute £2.000 at the last election.
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I endeavou red to get an inquiry made into
the whole of the ramnifications of horse-
racing, including what happened to the
£2,000 collected by the S.P. bookmakers. It
would be interesting to know where that
money went, because subscribers said it had
golic to assist candidates at the elections.

Mr. ])oney: Have you no suspicion at all
where it went?

Mr11r it'I-LE.S: I would like to know
whether subscribers w~ere telling the truth.
The statemient I ami making is so serious that
I wit give the sour1ce of miy information. I
had the chief oC the S.P. industry for an
olponenit. 1 do not believe the S.P. mnen
conttibuted ally money to his campaign. They
assure ine that they did not; that the thou-
sand hie spent was his own mioney. I ac-
cept that statemtent; hie had a conventional
right to spenid it. Some time after the cc-
tions, two or three mnen who were running
S.P. shops in a small Way in the suburbs,
complained to mne that pressure "'as being
ilaiced on thenm by the police by repeated
prosecutions to close up the small men Ini thle
suburbs and make a monopoly for five or
six large operators in the city. I put tile
matter to themn in this Way, "Why do you
come to mc-? It is of no use coming- to me
uinle%1s you die prepared] to give me
authority, if I get a Parliamentary ifl lir
to call you ams witnesses to testify that you
'nntributed to this fund regularly over a
period, and wvere told it Wvas for p)olliiC
purposes and, when the fund was closed, the
trustees refused to divulge the identity
of the prisons to whom the money
was paid." On that understandin-
these, men sta ving, "Very well, we are
qunite agreeable to that"-I camne to this
'House and] moved for an iniquiry which
would have embraced investigation into that
fundl. However, the House decided other-
wise. I be~lieve that £C2,000 was collected andi
dlist ri buted inl thle interests of eandidates. I
have no complaint on that score.

Mrv. IDoncy: You have not?

Mr'. HUGH ES: No. [1 consider it to he
perfectly writhin the rights of every group
of citizens, in this country to say, "Certain

1)olitieal1 aspirants wishi to establish here a
system of government that we think will be
gfood] for the couintry." If they believe that,
they sire tat liberty to spiend their money in
order to secure the return of candidates
holding their views, It may be objected.
"But these ppople are not trying to get the

law amended for the good of the country
but for their own selfish interests." That
can probably be said of many organisations
an([ many people. They wish to have ini this
Chaiher men who share their point of vkw,
a point of v'iew which is to their personal
interest. I think that is true. Nevertheless
they have a perfect right to act as described.
Therefore It see nothing wrong -aith S.P.
bookmnakersi coming out openly to do these
things. It would be much better if they did
them openly. The secrecy is the trouble.
They should have acted openly and stated.
publicly, "We back Bill Smith with £500."
There should have been no secret fund. I
am reminded of a salutary legal maxim,
"Secrecy is the badge of fraud," More-
over, those men bad an obligation to in-
foril the subscribers to &c fud amiongst
whom the money was distributed. The small
mrcit's omrplaint to me was that twos or three
high bosses in the industry would not divulge
how the funid was distributed. Parliament
in its Misonl. decided that that informat ion
woul not he divulged to five memnbers of
thisq Chamber. Thus, unfortunately, we lost
11wc opportunity to ascertain what took place
in that regard.

Having, as T said before, discussed the
S.P. industry and the betting industry gen-
erally from many aspects, We knoQw the sys-
tenm that operates. A man is supposed to
be raided periodically. InI fact, a sort of
convention has grown up that aI man is not
to be raided More than once in ten weeks.
Now, what right hans any junior police emr-
cer to say, "Although Parliament has made
a certain thing illegal, I am going to say
it is to be contrary to the law only during
one week in ten"? Of course no senior
police officer has the right to say that, and
I do not believe that ainy senior police ofl-
cer lhes said it. The one-in-ten husiness lhas,
I think, been established by the Govern-
ment;- for if it were not so, the Minister
for Police would have had the Coiniis-
sioner of Police suspended long ago. Hie
would have said to the Commissioner, "Wha~t
is this about your over-riding the law, your
declaring that S.P. bookmakers canl bet for
nine weeks without being prosecuted, andi
,that only in the tenth -week will they be
prosecuted I It is your dulty to carry out
the law, and if you do not dto that I will
suspend you." So we are right in saying
that this state of the law has nothing to
do with junior or senior police officers, aind
that it is part of lorerament policy.
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The Minister for Mines: I say that is a for that i, the Government's part icular job.
deliberate lie.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. HUGHES: For the sake of the dig,-

nity and prestige of this House, I ought to
ask that that remark he withdrawn.

The M1inister for Mlines: You will with-
drawv the other remark before I withdraw
mine.

Mr. HUGHES: When a Minister of thie
Crown so demeans himself twice in one day
as the Minister has done today, is it worth
while to ask for a withdrawal by him?

The Minister for Mfines: I say you are
a liar, and a deliberate liar!

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
IMr. HUGHES: I repeat that the Minis-

ter kniows. He voted against the inquiry
for which I moved. Will the Minister con-
trovert the truth by getting down to the
g-utter and making himself so undignified,
while holding what ought to be an honour-
able position, as to shout, "You are a liar"?
Is that an answer?

The Minister for Mlines: That is right.
Mr. HUGHES: T leave it to membiers

of this Chamber. I shall not ask the Minis-
ter to withdraw, for I know in his calmer
moments he will regret that lie dlid not use
some other words. But I will tell him this:
If he wants to call me a liar just let him be
careful where he does it. I say' publicly
what I say in this Chamber. I have always
done that. We see to what an extent this
corruption has grippedl the public life of
Western Australia when a Mlinister of the
Crown, who knows that what I describe is
going on, in spite of his own knowledge
tries to bluff it out by shouting, "You are
a liar!" I repeat, it shows what grip this
corruption has% got onl the public life of
Wecstern Australia, leading to endleavours to
stifle the truth by insolence and bludgeoning!
it is useless for any member to say that the
Government is not aware that what I state
is truth. Day in, dlay out do not the news-
papers report how ten men or so were pro-
secuted and fined, say, £751 And then a
Minister says he does not know this is go-
ing on. Hie underrates our intelligence if
he expects us to believe that.

The Government nmust accept responsibi-
lity for the administration Of the law. The
administration of the law is one of the prime
functions of Governments. If the laws of
the country are not being administered,
Ministers cannot smy, "It is not our fault,"

The position in this State is very bad, and
if the (loveninienit is not ait fault and not
responsible, what has it done to those
officers who are responsible? I am not
prepared to pass the buck froin the respon-
sible authority onl to a subordinate civil
servant. The position has hiecoinl so bad
that wv witness, da 'A in, day- out, a most
disgusting and dlegrading farce. We know
that only a certain number of premises will
he iaided'd each Saturday. How the num-
ber is determined I cannot say. We knowv
also that a certain starting-price book-
maker is aware onl Saturday morning who
is to lie raided on Saturday afternoon. We
also know that when the police raid these
premises, arrangements are made for some-
one to he thiere wlo wilt say that he is the
keeper of the premises, although he is not
the keeper at all. He has been engaged for
the afternoon as a dumniy for the actual
keeper and receives the princely reniuner-
ation of 10.4. if he is not arrested, and £2
if lie is arrested.

We know that when the police ollicer enters
the premises, that gentlemaon comes for-
ward and says, "'I am the keeper of the
place.'' The police officer knows be is
not; be knows the man has committed no
erime wvhatever, yet hie goes through the
farce of arresting the mail, taking him to
the station and charging him with a breach
of the lawv. What is the effect onl thle
morale of young policemen who go through
tint proedure, day in, day out? They
knmow ve,-v well they are acting iii a con-
spiracy to thwart the ends of justice by

rIn-e a man anRd chargingr him with anl
offence when they honestly believe he has
commnitted no offence. Any' one attending
the Perth Police Court onl a Monday morn-
ing will occasionally see .1 young man of
22 or 23 years, frequently di-essed shabbily,
obviouslyN not a man of substance at all,
presented to the court t'im pleading guilty
to an offence for which hie is tird £75. Thle
saddest part of it all is that the magis-
hrates know they are inflicting a fine upon
a 'nan not guilty of the offence with which
lie is charged.

What I think the magistrates should do
is to protect the integrity of their court.
They should take a stand against this state
of affairs and say, "I am not going to fine
,, manl for an offence which I believe and
know he has not committed; I amn not go-
ing to allow this court to be used for an
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ulterior purpose." By so doing the magis-
trates would, in my opinion, be acting wvell
witbin their legal rights, beeause the first
duty of a court is to protect its integrity.
No, they enter into the conspiracy also and
fine the lmau £75. The fine is paid by the
actual keeper of the 1)remises, and the mian
is out of a job. There is no £2 for him
next Saturday, because the keeper must get
a person with a clean sheet for the follow-
ing Saturday. Surely, that is a deplor-
able state of affairs! Tt has nothing to do
with whether one believes- in the right to
gamible as an aIbstract proposition. What
other law-breaker is allowed to come along
and say, "Somebody else will be my
dummy and he will be fined for the offence
1 have committed" ? Tf the matter stopped
there it would hie deplorable enough and
would warrant action by this Parliament
to bring it to an end. But it does not stop
there. The samne laws aire in force in Fre-
mantle, but a man chiarged there with
keeping- a commnon gaming-house is, fined
only £-5. Why £5 in Fremiantle and £75 in
Perth?7

Hion. IV. D. Johnson: And £20 in Mfid-
land JTunction?

Mr. Tonkin: But the result is the same.
Mr. .1. fleaney: Under the same law9

Mr. HUGHES: The m-en are charged
unider the saui section. Perhaps I had
better make that clear.

Mr. J. liegnoy: T'here are different jn-
tiees.

Mr. HUMHES: Yes. Some of the jus-
tices at Fremantle say, "It is just US !"
There are two offences. Either the men
are charged tider the Criminal Code with
keeping a commnon gamning house-and the
penalty is ver-y severe-or they are charged
under the Poice Art with obstructing the
traffic, ini which ease the penalty is not so
severe. I would like to know the principle
followed by the police in deciding whether
a man shall be charged with keeping a corn-
muon gamning-house or charged with ob-
structing the traffic. There is a marked

*distinction in the city itself. Some start-
ing-priee bookmakers have their agents
c-harged with obstructing the traffic, in which
ease the maximum fine is £20. Other men
are raided in their shops. That seems to me
.i most improper working arrangement.
One starting-price bookmaker carrying on
business in a big way iii a shoUp has a n
ready outside when the police come, mid that

muin is charged with obstructing the traffic.
lie is lined £10, or £20 at the most. The
oilier man is arrested in the shop and is
fined £75. The whole thing has become a
cancer in the public life of the State. On
one, orcasion the magistrate at Fremantle
said lie would send the next person appearing-
before hint on suchl a charge to gaol.

Ron. W. D. JIohnson : That was published.

Mr. HIUCHES: Yes. Therefore, the next
flay two justices appeared on the bench.
Two justices of the peace can over-rule a
magistrate. When the next case was heard],
the two justices over-ruled the magistrate.
How curious it is that the same two justices.
always hear betting eases in Fremantle!
Why is it that other justices do not sit oc-
cosqionally? Every justice in Fremantle has
the right to sit. Hlowever, two specialists
have appeared. They liaive, by prescrilption,
almost become members of the judiciary.
'"hen a person comes uip before them, they
fine hint £5 or £10.

The Minister for Labour: I think one of
Ihose justices died.

Mr. HUGHES: T do not think so.
T]he Mrinister for Labour: One did die.

M11r. HUGHES : But not within the last
three Months. One of those justices was
horrifiedI when I told himi that it was thought
in Perth, amiongst the starting-price betting
fraternity, that the justices got a substan-
tial piart of the flne which they did not in-
flict-not a substantial part but some of the
tines, the" do not inflit-and he assured inc
that was not Sb. Of couirse; I accepted his
assurncne that it is just idle gossip, probably
emanating from peop~le iii Perth who do not
like to lie fined £75 when their fellow-law-
bivrekers are fined £1 ait the Port. But F
think the position i5 opcn to a very wrong in-
ferenuce fron the general public and I sa 'y
advisedly that thi- generail public are draw-
iug a wrong inference. They suggest openly
in Perth, "It is all right in Fremantle. They
hanve them tied up d6wi thr. -Surely
when the farce goes on, not for a day or a
week but for months on end, it is the duty
of the Government to step in and do some-
thing ahout it. Surely it is the Government's
duty to say, "W~e are not going to continue
this farce. 'We are not going to have such
a diserimimotion between law-breakers. What-
ever thme law is, it is going to be administered
with repasonable fairness and equity amongst
the p~eople-"
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Mr. J. Hlegney: .Is the action taken in
Fremnantle any less effective than action taken
in Perth I

Mr. HUGHES: I think the hon. member
nicans, "Has it tended to diminish the evil
any more?" I do not think it has. The
action taken in Fremantle simply means that
the people who are carrying onl down there
tire getting much more for themselves than
arc the people in Perth.

H-on. 17. D. Johnson: Would it continue
if the magistrate's decision to imprison them
had been given effect to!

.r. HUGHES: Somebody in the trade
told ine that the Government could stop S.P.
betting in three weeks, that as soon as there
is any danger of a inai.'s being sent to prison
lie is out of the business. I will admit that
he is in the position that hie does not want
a business for the rest of his life hut can
retire and live comfortably. If imprisonment
w'ere inflicted the industry would go out
in three weeks, hut I am sure that
no imprisonment will hie inflicted any-
where because the pysehology has been
created that it is not a criminal offence.
Neither the magistrates nor the judges re-
gard it as an offence.

Hon. W. D3. Johnson: It has grown into
a rested interest.

Mr. HUGHES: Yes, and a conventional
right. Judges say, "We do not take any
notice of S.P. offences; they are outside the
pale-' The time has gone when there will
be an infliction of imprisonment uinder the
present law. In my electorate it is said
quite openly that one shop is owned by a
member of the judiciary or the quasi-judi-
ciar~y.

Hon. C. G. Lathani: Not a judge?
2%r. HUGHES: No. A member of the

quasi-judiciary. I have been told, "If you
doubt my word, go out and see for your-
self. You will sce him there froml a certain
time to a certain time each Saturday." It
seems to me that we have got to the stage
when it would be better to abolish all re-
strictions on gaming houses. If we cannot
enforce the law and if, by a method of non-
enforcement, we are going to set up a can-
cer that will eat into the vitals of our public
life and into some branches of our civil
service, it is as well for us to acknowledge
we are beaten.

If we take the relevant sections out of
the Criminal Code, as, I piropose, we shall

at least be able to say that we are placing
every citizen on the same footing. It would
he a revelation to the public if the names
of the true owners of these betting pre-
mises were disclosed. We know that it is
not only the man who is running the bet-
ting preniises that gets big money out of
it. We know that the people who own the
premises-the landed proprietors, some oc-
cupying high positions in the State-are
sharing indirectly in the proceeds of the in-
dustry because they are getting excess rents
for their premises. I think evidence could
be produced that the rent charged for pre-
mises used as S.P. shops is much higher than
would be charged for the sanie premises if
they were used for ordinary economic pur-
poses. Therefore the owners of the pre-
mises are sharing in this industry, but they
are never prosecuted. Thle only one pro-
secuted is the unfortunate dummpy who needs
a couple of pounds badly enough to go into
the court to say that he committed an of-
fence which he did not.

I would like to see some inquiry made.
It would be a public revelation. In fairness
to everybody, including himself, the Minis-
ter for Mines should now get an independent
exhaustive inquiry to see whether there is
any foundation for the statements I have
made, and as the result of my making which
he demeaned himself by calling me a liar.
Hie owes that to himself. if any inquiry into
this matter is made I hope we shall not go
outside the State for a judge. I feel sure
that an independent inquiry into the en-
forecinent of the law, in this respect would
disclose some "cry startling revelations to
the public of Western Australia, and bring
to light things that I have not brought to
light today because I have not had the time.
If the Minister for Mines wants to do the
right and decent thing let him get a judge
appontedf to inquire into this matter, and
let the judge first inquire who are the
owners of the freehold of the properties in
which starting-price betting is carried on
and let the facts be published. Let him
find out and tell the public. who are the real
owners of the properties. Thea let him
gather up all the people who have sat in
ais dummies in the Police Court. Let him
then say what interest they have in the in-
dustrv. Hle would not need to call anyone
a liar. He would have the proof ! If he
is not prepared to do that, and back it up
with a fair and inipartial inquiry, he ought
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to have the decency that other crooks have
had in public life and go into the water!

The Minister for Works: In the absence
of the Minister for Mines I desire that the
hon. member withdraw his remarks when
referring to the Minister as "other crooks."
We have not got down to that level.

Mr. HUGHES: I am sorry I said that. I
will withdraw.

The Minister for Works: As a member of
the Government, I think the hon. member
should also apologise for referring to a mem-
ber of this Government as "other crooks."

Mr. HUGHES: Well, if one withdraws
there is nothing like doing it handsomely,
and I will do what the Minister requests.
I take it that the Minister will do the decent
thing and appoint a Commission.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The commission
has nothing to do with the Bill. I must ask
the bon. member to confine his remarks to
the measure before the House.

.Mr. HUGHES: I withdraw! But of
course, I do not withdraw the allegation that
the Government is responsible for this state
of affairs, and also for refusing a public
inquiry to throwv light onl it. I regret that
for the dignity and protection of this House
the Deputy Premier did not do the same with
his junior Minister as he did with me. When
that Minister transgressed and insulted a
member, did the Deputy Premier ask for
. withdrawali I think that wasth
time when the Deputy Premier, ats
Leader of the House, should have asked for
a withdrawal. But I agree that two wrongs
do not make a right. Surely the Deputy
Premier knows, for what it is worth, that
it is common gossip in certain circles that
people high-placed in the government of this
country arc interested in the S.P. industry.
How often have we heard that the chain
shops run under the name of "Chris" arc
either owned or part-owned by a person
high-placed in our public life.

Hon. W. fl. Johnson: Are they S.P.
shopsI

Mr. HUGHES: Yes.
Hon. W. D. Johnson: I have not heard

of them.
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: I have.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. HUGHES: One could show the bon.

member a fair number of them without mak-
ing him walk too far. As a matter of fact,

they are referred to by the people who
know as "chain" shops.

Mr. J. Hegniey: They always open where a
new hotel opens. The last one was at Bulls&
brook.

Mr. HUGHES: One opened at Scar-
borough on the same Saturday that the hotel
commenced business. There is also one in
Stirling-highway..

Mr. Rodoreda: There are two in Stirling-
highway.

Mr. HUGHES: If certain people who
know the real owners of these shops were
put onl oath they would tell us who are the
real or part-owners. I do not know whether
the person they allege to be the owner or
part-owner is or is not. That is one of the
things I would have found out by my in-
quiry. Therefore, in this unfortunate state
of affairs I suggest that the best thing we
can (10 is to place every citizen on the same
footing, and remove altogether from the
Code any penalties under the Gaming Act,
give the electors of East Perth the same
rights as those of Fremantle, and give the
person running a betting house the same
rights as a manl running a racecourse. We
will then get to a more wholesome state of
affairs and a better administration of the
law. If some people are to be allowed to
ran betting houses at immense profits, let
every citizen be placed on the same basis.
Let us say to the police officers, "Get away
from the betting-houses. We are placing all
the citizens on the same footing." In the
repealing clause of my Bill I have included
the elimination of the section dealing with
lotteries, but of course that section is covered
by the Lotteries Control Act. It has been
duplicated in that Act.

There is one other amendment in the Bill.
The w1ar has brought problems of various
sorts.' Every man today in the Military
Forces is not a volunteer. If he is within
certain age groups he is called up for
military service. He is conscripted in a
limited degree. The result is that a number
of men-particularly young men-are drag-
ged away from their homes; they are away
on military service and their wives arc un-
protected. The men have to fight, and some
very hard cases of infidelity on the part of
the wives have become known in the last 12
months.. Amongst the military officers are
some of the playboy type who have no in-
tention of getting injured in the war, but
who merely want to get into uniform so as
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to wear brass buttons and swank around and fluenee of drink and biological emotions,
be in the possession of a good motorcar,
plenty of money and probably plenty
of petrol. There is no shortage of
ipetrol in the Fighting Forces; they
have it to burn. I have known eases
where this type of man has deliberately
set out to seduce the young wife of a soldier
who has been torn from his home and sent
to defend his country in Australia, or whio
has gone of his own volition to fight oversell.
In these eases it is frequently a girl of 18
or 19 years of age. By the aids of a big
motorcar, plenty of money, and the fact that
her young husband is aw~ay, he has st--
ceeded in seducing her so that when the manl
returns from military service he finds bis
home broken uip.

I do not propose to set mnyself up as a
inoralist, but 1 (10 think on some of these
questions on the yin yan problem, probably
the sinners on the extremiities of this beach
are better informed than are the sits, in
the centre. We ough-lt to say, in effect, to
these men, "There aire plenty of women for
you to go after, butl you must leave alone
the wife of a man who is away fighting."
It the husband is here to protect his interests,
well and good, but when a Juan has been
torns fromt his homne to go away and fight,
individuals of the type I have mentioned
should not bie permitted to act as they hia~e
done. I would make it a serious offelcep be-
cause, if the punishment is severe enough.
it will prove a deterrent. Section 325 of the
Criminal Code reads-

Any person who has carnal knowledge of a
woman or girl, not his wife, without her con-
sent, or with her consent if the consent is
obtained by force, or by means of threats or
intimidation of any kind, or by fear of bodily
lmrin, or by means of false and fraudulent
representations as to the nature of the act, or,
its the easw of a married evrman, by personat.
ing hiet husband, is guilty of a crime which is
(ailed rape.

I propose to amend the( section by inserting
at the commencement the following words-

An erson who commits adultery with the
wile of lany person absent from his home on
military service, or.
The penalty might be considered to be very
severe because of the woman being a consent-
ing party, but these young bucks have the
allure, and protection should be provided
against them. The crime of rape is always
associated with violence but, if we get down
to basic principles, what is the, diffe-rence
between the act of at man who, under the in-

uses force, and the act of the playboy who
over a period, because of his money and
allurements, sets out deliberately to achieve
by cunning what the other man achieved by
force in the stress of the moment? I think
we should afford this modicum of protection,
and] say to these playboys, "Philander as
much as you like, but itere is a preserve on
which you must not trespass. If you do,
you acet at your peril." I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.
On motion by the 'Minister for the North-

Wecst, debate adjourned.

1honse adjourned atI 6.1 p.mn.

eislative Council.
Thursday, 17th September, 1912.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 2.15
pi1n., and read Prayers.

BILLS (2)-THIRD READING.
1. Feeding Stuffs Act Amendment.

2Dried Fruits Act Amendment.
Passed.

BIL-MINING TENEMENTS (WAR-
TIME EXEMPTIONS).

.Second' Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY [2.22] in
moviin the second reading said: This is an-
other Bill rendered necessary by wartime
renditions, and] I feel sure that the need for
it will be apparent to all members, more
eslpecially, perhaps, to those closely associ-
ated with the mining industry. Under the
M1ining Act certain conditions are prescribed
to he curried out by persons who are granted
what are- called mining tenements. Thosri
conditions apply very well in peace-time, but
in the present circumstances are highly oner-
ous,, and in some cases cannot be carried out
at all. The present situation in the indus-
try is indeed difficult and serious. The man-


